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Fourteen board members of the Rasmuson 

Foundation were Cordova’s guests for a site 

visit June 26-27 that included a luncheon in 

their honor and visits to many facilities the 

foundation has helped to fund.
Local projects that the foundation has sup-

ported financially over the years include work 

that has helped build or otherwise benefit the 

Cordova Family Resource Center, St. George’s 

Episcopal Church, the Red Dragon, the Pioneer 

Igloo, Prince William Sound Science Center, 

the Cordova Center, the Native Village of Eyak 

and the Ilanka Cultural Center. 
The guests included Diane Kaplan, president 

and chief executive officer of the Rasmuson 

Foundation, and board members Jeff Cook, 

Laura Emerson, Adam Gibbons, Jay Gibbons, 

Lile R. Gibbons, Dr. Matt Hirschfeld, Natasha 

von Imhof, Linda Leary, Jason Metrokin, 

Kris Norosz, Cathryn Rasmuson, Edward B. 

Rasmuson, Judy Rasmuson, and Aaron Schutt. 

Board member Judy Rasmuson was unable 

to attend the Cordova site visit.

To date, said Cordova Mayor Clay Koplin, the 

Rasmuson Foundation has contributed $2.3 

million for these projects.During a morning visit to the Native Village 

of Eyak and Ilanka Cultural Center, the board 

toured the art gallery and admired several 

artworks which the Rasmuson Foundation as-

sisted NVE in acquiring.“We were very pleased to have the Rasmuson 

Foundation visit our Cordova community and 

our Ilanka Cultural Center,” said Native Village 

of Eyak Tribal Council Chairman Darrel Olsen. 

“We are thankful to them for all of their sup-

port throughout the years.” 
Salmon dip and crackers were served at the 

cultural center, along with homemade salm-

onberry pies prepared by Olsen’s niece, Denise 

Asp Olsen, and her aunt, Altana Hamilton, 

who picked the fresh berries for the pies the 

day before the visit.“The ladies wanted to show our Cordova 

hospitality,” the elder Olsen said.
Following the visit to NVE, the foundation 

members visited the newly opened Cordova 

Center.

SALMON PRICES

Salmon sales near $29 million for first quarterDNR price report shows sales of 
$17+ million for PWS, plus $12.5 
million for combined sales from 
PWS, Cook Inlet and Kodiak

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comSales of frozen headed and gutted pink 

and chum salmon, frozen sockeye fillets, 

and canned halves and talls of pink salmon 

from Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet and 

Kodiak brought processors $29,999,395 for 

the first four months of 2016.
The Alaska Department of Revenue’s 

salmon price report for Jan. 20 through 

April 30, broken down by region, shows 

that Prince William Sound processors alone 

earned $7,243,293 for 6,553,905 pounds of 

frozen headed and gutted pink and chum 

salmon, plus $10,264,027 for 145,278 cans 

of tall pinks.

TRANSBOUNDARY MINESInterior petitioned to investigate  BC minesConservation, Alaska Native  
groups want International  Joint Commission involvedBY MARGARET BAUMANmbauman@thecordovatimesA coalition of conservation and Alaska 

Native groups is asking Interior Secretary 

Sally Jewell to investigate the potential im-

pact of six hard rock Canadian mines and 

their possible impact on transboundary 

watersheds.The coalition wants Jewell to join 

with other federal agencies in calling 

for the controversy over these British 

Columbia mines to be turned over to 

the International Joint Commission, the 

governing body of the Boundary Waters 

Treaty between the two countries. Their 

concern lies in the potential for acid mine 

drainage into the Taku, Stikine and Unuk 

rivers, which flow from the headwaters in 
■ See Page 12,  MINES

■ See Page 12,  SALMON

HOMETOWN HOSPITALITY

Rasmuson Foundation 
board visits CordovaCommunity says thanks for financial assistance  

that made many projects a reality

PHOTO BY MARK HOOVER/FOR THE CORDOVA TIMES

Edward R. Rasmuson, chairman of the board of the Rasmuson Foundation, holds up the foundation’s new key to 

the City of Cordova, gifted to Rasmuson and the foundation by Mayor Clay Koplin. Rasmuson spoke highly of the 

foundation members’ visit to Cordova earlier this week. 

■ See Page 8,  RASMUSON
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PWS, Cook Inlet and Kodiak
BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comSales of frozen headed and gutted pink 

and chum salmon, frozen sockeye fillets, 

and canned halves and talls of pink salmon 

from Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet and 

Kodiak brought processors $29,999,395 for 

the first four months of 2016.
The Alaska Department of Revenue’s 

salmon price report for Jan. 20 through 

April 30, broken down by region, shows 

that Prince William Sound processors alone 

earned $7,243,293 for 6,553,905 pounds of 

frozen headed and gutted pink and chum 

salmon, plus $10,264,027 for 145,278 cans 

Rasmuson Foundation 

PHOTO BY MARK HOOVER/FOR THE CORDOVA TIMES

Edward R. Rasmuson, chairman of the board of the Rasmuson Foundation, holds up the foundation’s new key to 

the City of Cordova, gifted to Rasmuson and the foundation by Mayor Clay Koplin. Rasmuson spoke highly of the 

foundation members’ visit to Cordova earlier this week. 
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Prince William Sound  Science Center pulls off 17th 
annual gala fundraising eventBY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON

cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.comWhat does a community get when they mix 

up copious amounts of Copper River Sockeye 

Salmon, Alaskan ingenuity and a flair for 

good taste and style – just a tad on the wild 

side, patrons who return yearly to empty their 

pockets of hard-earned cash, and big-hearted 

volunteers who give up their Saturday nights 

to wait tables for their friends and neighbors, 

a U.S. Senator, the Alaska Lt. Governor, a few 

PhDs and Cordova mayors?
You get the Copper River Nouveau, of 

course – the Prince William Sound Science 

Center’s 17th annual, sold-out, benefit gala 

celebration and fundraiser. The event was 

June 18 in the atrium of the Cordova Center.

The weekend officially began Friday night, 

June 17, with Gallery Night, a meet and greet 

get-together at the Reluctant Fisherman Inn, 

where folks gathered to visit, listen to live 

music by Marian Call and Seth Boyer, enjoy 

beverages and light desserts, and peruse the 

array of auction items which would go to the 

highest bidder at the end of dinner the fol-

lowing evening.

Meetings, Awards and Benefits

The PWSSC board meeting was held during 

the first half of the day on Saturday, June 18. 

By 5 p.m., excitement was definitely in the 

air, as more than 150 people, including U.S. 

Senator Lisa Murkowski; Alaska Lt. Governor 

Byron Mallott and wife Toni Mallott, Rep. 

Louise Stutes, Independent U.S. Senate 

candidate Margaret Stock, Cordova Mayor 

Clay Koplin and his wife Lila Koplin, former 

Cordova Mayor Margy Johnson, the PWSSC 

board members, and many well-wishers con-

gregated dockside at the science center for 

the presentation of the Fisheries Achievement 

Award. 
This year’s recipient, Rhey Velasco, is the 

first Filipino-American to receive the award, 

which was presented by Sen. Murkowski, Lt. 

Rhey Velasco was honored June 18 by the Prince 

William Sound Science Center as their 2016 

Fisheries Achievement Award recipient for more 

than three decades of innovation, dedication and 

hard work in the Copper River salmon industry. 

Velasco is the first Filipino-American to receive 

this award.
The award reception took place dockside at 

PWSSC, where more than 150 people were in at-

tendance, witnessing as Sen. Lisa Murkowski, Lt. 

Governor Byron Mallott, and PWSSC President/

CEO Katrina Hoffman, presented Velasco with the 

award for impeccable service. Velasco’s family – his 

wife Lily, and sons Ted and Roy Velasco, were also 

in attendance.Velasco has worked for Ocean Beauty Seafoods 

for 35 years, since 1978.“It was a wonderful opportunity to present Rhey 

Velasco with the Fisheries Achievement Award, for 

highlighting the importance of refrigeration in 

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comLegislators will be back in Juneau for 

another special session starting July 11, to 

wrestle anew with key proposals aimed at 

working the state out of a long-term budget 

crisis brought on by low oil prices.
Gov. Bill Walker announced the second 

special session on June 19, after expressing 

his disappointment that Senate Bill 128 

never made it to the House floor for a vote.

“We can’t afford not to have another spe-

cial session to resolve this issue,” he said.

“The Permanent Fund is at risk. If we don’t do 

something now it will be at zero in four years. 

We can’t blame our way out of the deficit.” 

“With a $4 billion deficit, it is time we pull 

together as Alaskans to address this fiscal def-

icit now,” Walker said, thanking the Senate 

for its passage of SB 128.SB 128 would restructure the Alaska 

Permanent Fund to help pay for operating 

state government by putting a $1,000 cap on 

the state’s Permanent Fund Dividend checks. 

PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND SCIENCE CENTER

Copper River Nouveau weekend a hit

Fisheries Achievement Award recipient Rhey Velasco  

honored by Prince William Sound Science Center
BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON

cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

PHOTO BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON/THE CORDOVA TIMES

U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski, upon arriving at the Prince William Sound Science Center dock, warmly greeted 

Fisheries Achievement Award winner Rhey Velasco. 

BACK TO WORK ON JULY 11

Governor calls a special legislative session

Gov. Walker:  ‘We can’t blame our  way out of  the deficit’

■ See Page 13,  SPECIAL SESSION

■ See Page 8,  VELASCO

■ See Page 8,  NOUVEAU
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up copious amounts of Copper River Sockeye 

Salmon, Alaskan ingenuity and a flair for 

good taste and style – just a tad on the wild 

side, patrons who return yearly to empty their 

pockets of hard-earned cash, and big-hearted 

volunteers who give up their Saturday nights 

to wait tables for their friends and neighbors, 

a U.S. Senator, the Alaska Lt. Governor, a few 

PhDs and Cordova mayors?
You get the Copper River Nouveau, of 

course – the Prince William Sound Science 

Center’s 17th annual, sold-out, benefit gala 

celebration and fundraiser. The event was 

June 18 in the atrium of the Cordova Center.

The weekend officially began Friday night, 

June 17, with Gallery Night, a meet and greet 

get-together at the Reluctant Fisherman Inn, 

where folks gathered to visit, listen to live 

music by Marian Call and Seth Boyer, enjoy 
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BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.comLocals and visitors alike went just a little 

bit wild last weekend — wild, that is, about 

the Copper River Wild! Salmon Festival, held 

at the base of Mt. Eyak on July 15-16.
When it comes to celebrating in a com-

munity all about fishing, a festival centered 

around salmon is the perfect fit.
From dumpster painting to fish print-

ing, dancing to the bluesy rhythm of Bobby 

Walker and the Roadsters, or having faces 

painted and sampling delicious creations 

from our community’s creative cooks, to 

running marathons on the old Copper River 

Railway railroad bed, the annual festival 

has come a long way and has something for 

nearly every Cordovan to see, do, or eat.
HistorySalmon Jam, as the event was known in 

1999, started up as a homegrown music fest 

in the warehouse out at the old Orca Cannery.

 “The caretakers out there, Dean and Kate, 

came up with the idea,” said Alyssa Kleissler, 

this year’s music events organizer. Kleissler 

SALMON JAM TIME!

Copper River Wild!  Salmon FestivalTime to make music, memories, and kick up your heels

HARVEST RISINGPWS catch reaches  11.7 M
Bristol Bay processors  see deliveries exceeding  harvest forecast

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comHarvests of all five species of salmon in 

Prince William Sound rose by over 2 mil-

lion fish during a seven days period ending 

on July 19, with the biggest catch increase 

in the sound’s general seine district.
The total harvest of 11.7 million salmon 

in Prince William Sound through that date 

included 6.5 million humpies, 3.3 million 

chums, 1.8 million sockeyes, and 12,000 

king salmon, the Alaska Department of 

Fish and Game noted in its preliminary 

commercial salmon harvest report.
The statewide preliminary harvest to-

tal reached 63.6 million fish, up from 42 

million fish a week earlier, including 33 
■ See Page 12,  HARVEST

MEDICAL AID

King Cove road bill introduced in Congress
New legislation calls for land 
exchange to allow for construction 
of road for use in medical emergencies

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comLegislation introduced in the House and 

Senate in mid-July would provide for an 

exchange of federal and non-federal land in 

Alaska to allow construction of an 11-mile 

road for transport of King Cove residents to 

medevac flights at Cold Bay.
The identical bills, S.3204 and H.R. 

5777, drew immediate support from tribal 

and community leaders in King Cove, an 

Aleutians East Borough city of some 938 

people, that lies 18 miles southeast of Cold ■ See Page 13,  KING COVE ROAD

■ See Page 8,  SALMON JAM

Photo by Breanna Mills Photography /For The Cordova Times

Participants in the Alaska Salmon Runs were excited to start their races Saturday morning.

Photo by Cinthia Gibbens-Stimson/The Cordova Times

Musician Jenny Baker sang and performed Saturday evening.

CT 06-24-16
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Copper River Wild! 

harvest forecast
BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comHarvests of all five species of salmon in 

Prince William Sound rose by over 2 mil-

lion fish during a seven days period ending 

on July 19, with the biggest catch increase 

in the sound’s general seine district.
The total harvest of 11.7 million salmon 

in Prince William Sound through that date 

included 6.5 million humpies, 3.3 million 

chums, 1.8 million sockeyes, and 12,000 

king salmon, the Alaska Department of 

Fish and Game noted in its preliminary 

commercial salmon harvest report.
The statewide preliminary harvest to

Photo by Breanna Mills Photography /For The Cordova Times

Participants in the Alaska Salmon Runs were excited to start their races Saturday morning.
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BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

Warmer ocean temperatures and changing food sourc-

es in the ocean could be the reasons for the higher than 

average amount of seagulls roosting all over Cordova, 

scientists say.Since January, water temperatures recorded at the 

Cordova tide station are four degrees to six degrees 

warmer than normal, said Mary Anne Bishop, Prince 

William Sound Science Center’s research ecologist, who 

holds a doctorate in wildlife ecology.
“The temperatures have been breaking records every 

month since March,” she said. “The warmer ocean tem-

peratures are changing food sources.” 

While it isn’t unusual to see a plethora of seagulls in 

a coastal community during this time of year, Bishop 

said she believes there are a few thousand more of the 

Glaucous-winged gulls in Cordova than usual.

The science center has conducted two gull counts this 

summer. Preliminary numbers from the count in June 

estimate that there are 8,000 to 10,000 seagulls roosting 

in Cordova. The center continues to count the gulls ap-

proximately every 10 days.
The birds are in Cordova, Bishop said, because they’re 

not sitting on nests in colonies on the Copper River Delta.

“The uninhabited barrier islands of the Copper River 

Delta provide gull nesting habitat,” she said. “There have 

been colonies of gulls on them for many years. There are 

also gulls nesting out on Middleton Island and there are 

some gull colonies in the sound. … There is an estimate 

that approximately 10,000 pairs nested on Egg Island in 

the late 60s or early 70s.”But this year, Bishop said, the nesting colonies failed.

“The gulls are not starving, but they can tell that condi-

tions are not good in which to raise chicks,” Bishop said. 

Failing colonies means that gull eggs were not laid, 

or that the adult gulls destroyed the eggs. “Gulls can 

survive, but they know when there isn’t enough food, so 

they don’t bother to nest,” Bishop said.

Bishop was at the mouth of the Copper River in mid-

June, and said there were almost no seagull nests there. 

Some of the nests she examined had no eggs; others had 

FLOCK OF SEAGULLS

Cordova seeing more seagulls than usual
Warmer ocean temperatures and failed seagull colonies suspected cause

INVESTIGATORY POWER

Alaska joins opponents  of climate change initiative
Group’s letter defends ExxonMobil 
on allegations of misleading the 
public

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comAlaska has joined a dozen other states in 

opposing efforts of several other states to 

explore initiatives that include investiga-

tions into whether fossil fuel companies 

misled investors and the public on the im-

pact of climate change on their businesses.

“We think this effort by our colleagues to 

police the global warming debate through 

the power of the subpoena is a grave mis-

take,” said the letter, signed by former 

Attorney General Craig Richards, along 

with the attorneys general of Michigan, 

Oklahoma, Arizona, Utah, South Carolina, 

Alabama, Nevada, Nebraska, Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Texas and Wisconsin.
“Some have indicated that ExxonMobil’s 

ENVIRONMENT
Interior issues new rules for Arctic drillingAOGA calls news rules ‘cumbersome’ to industry
BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comInterior Department officials announced 

final regulations on July 7 for future explor-

atory drilling in U.S. Arctic waters, prompt-

ing words of caution from environmental-

ists, and criticism from the oil industry.

The Arctic-specific regulations an-

nounced by Interior officials focus solely 

on Outer Continental Shelf exploratory 

drilling operations from floating vessels 

within the Beaufort and Chukchi seas. They 

require oil companies to ensure proper in-

ternal controls and planning for oil spill 

prevention, containment and responses, 

all issues identified by previous Interior 

reports regarding Shell’s 2012 exploration 

activities in the Arctic. These regulations codify and further 

develop current Arctic-specific operational 

standards to ensure that operators take 

■ See Page 8,  GULLS
■ See Page 12,  ARCTIC DRILLING

■ See Page 12,  CLIMATE CHANGE

Photos by Cinthia Gibbens-Stimson/The Cordova Times

Gulls roosting on the roof of the Cordova Center. While it isn’t unusual to see a plethora of seagulls in a coastal 

community during this time of year, Mary Anne Bishop, of the Prince William Sound Science Center, said she 

believes there are a few thousand more of the Glaucous-winged gulls in Cordova than usual. 

Glaucous-winged gulls in Orca Inlet. 
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BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

Warmer ocean temperatures and changing food sourc-

es in the ocean could be the reasons for the higher than 

average amount of seagulls roosting all over Cordova, 

scientists say.Since January, water temperatures recorded at the 

Cordova tide station are four degrees to six degrees 

warmer than normal, said Mary Anne Bishop, Prince 

William Sound Science Center’s research ecologist, who 

holds a doctorate in wildlife ecology.
“The temperatures have been breaking records every 

month since March,” she said. “The warmer ocean tem-

peratures are changing food sources.” 

While it isn’t unusual to see a plethora of seagulls in 

a coastal community during this time of year, Bishop 

said she believes there are a few thousand more of the 

Glaucous-winged gulls in Cordova than usual.

The science center has conducted two gull counts this 

summer. Preliminary numbers from the count in June 

estimate that there are 8,000 to 10,000 seagulls roosting 

in Cordova. The center continues to count the gulls ap-

proximately every 10 days.
The birds are in Cordova, Bishop said, because they’re 

not sitting on nests in colonies on the Copper River Delta.

“The uninhabited barrier islands of the Copper River 

Delta provide gull nesting habitat,” she said. “There have 

been colonies of gulls on them for many years. There are 

also gulls nesting out on Middleton Island and there are 

some gull colonies in the sound. … There is an estimate 

that approximately 10,000 pairs nested on Egg Island in 

the late 60s or early 70s.”But this year, Bishop said, the nesting colonies failed.

“The gulls are not starving, but they can tell that condi-

tions are not good in which to raise chicks,” Bishop said. 

Failing colonies means that gull eggs were not laid, 

or that the adult gulls destroyed the eggs. “Gulls can 

survive, but they know when there isn’t enough food, so 

they don’t bother to nest,” Bishop said.

Bishop was at the mouth of the Copper River in mid-

June, and said there were almost no seagull nests there. 

Some of the nests she examined had no eggs; others had 

Cordova seeing more seagulls than usual
Warmer ocean temperatures and failed seagull colonies suspected cause

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comAlaska has joined a dozen other states in 

opposing efforts of several other states to 

explore initiatives that include investiga-

tions into whether fossil fuel companies 

misled investors and the public on the im-

pact of climate change on their businesses.

“We think this effort by our colleagues to 

police the global warming debate through 

the power of the subpoena is a grave mis-

take,” said the letter, signed by former 

Attorney General Craig Richards, along 

with the attorneys general of Michigan, 

Oklahoma, Arizona, Utah, South Carolina, 

Alabama, Nevada, Nebraska, Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Texas and Wisconsin.
“Some have indicated that ExxonMobil’s 

ENVIRONMENT
Interior issues new rules for Arctic drillingAOGA calls news rules ‘cumbersome’ to industry
BY MARGARET BAUMAN
mbauman@thecordovatimes.comInterior Department officials announced 

final regulations on July 7 for future explor-

atory drilling in U.S. Arctic waters, prompt-

atory drilling in U.S. Arctic waters, prompt-

atory drilling in U.S. Arctic waters, prompt

ing words of caution from environmental-

ists, and criticism from the oil industry.

The Arctic-specific regulations an-

nounced by Interior officials focus solely 

on Outer Continental Shelf exploratory 

drilling operations from floating vessels 

within the Beaufort and Chukchi seas. They 

require oil companies to ensure proper in-

ternal controls and planning for oil spill 

prevention, containment and responses, 

all issues identified by previous Interior 

reports regarding Shell’s 2012 exploration 

activities in the Arctic. These regulations codify and further 

develop current Arctic-specific operational 

standards to ensure that operators take 

■ See Page 8,  GULLS
■ See Page 12,  ARCTIC DRILLING

■ See Page 12,  CLIMATE CHANGE

Photos by Cinthia Gibbens-Stimson/The Cordova Times

Gulls roosting on the roof of the Cordova Center. While it isn’t unusual to see a plethora of seagulls in a coastal 

community during this time of year, Mary Anne Bishop, of the Prince William Sound Science Center, said she 

believes there are a few thousand more of the Glaucous-winged gulls in Cordova than usual. 

Glaucous-winged gulls in Orca Inlet. 
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Stevens: Oil is probably going  
to remain low for a very long timeBY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbauman@thecordovatimes.comBudget cuts impacting education and transporta-

tion, as Alaska struggles with a fiscal crisis, head the 

list of concerns of community leaders and legislators 

representing the Cordova area.

On the eve of the second special session of the 

Legislature, which begins on July 11, they talked 

about those concerns and more, and what residents 

must prepare to deal with.
Beyond education issues, one impact that urban 

legislators don’t understand, they said, is that reduc-

ing marine highway service to Cordova will affect the 

economy of Anchorage too.
“I’m really concerned about cuts to education,” 

said Sen. Gary Stevens, R-Kodiak, a retired college his-

tory professor. 

“I’ve always been impressed with how well Cordova 

has done with K-12 education,” he said. “If we do 

nothing else, we have to educate our children. I’m 

sorry to see these cuts come down, but we have to 

find a way to survive.“Oil is probably going to remain low (in value) for 

a very long time,” he said. “We’ve always been saved 

by oil coming back, but now they are saying it will be 

years before oil comes back, so we have to find a way 

BUDGET CUTSEducation, transportation 
concerns loom large

■ See Page 5,  BUDGET

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

Once in awhile, there are people who walk into our 

lives and add depth to the vibrant lifeblood pulsing 

through the currents of the community. 

For many Cordovans, Lieutenant Robbin Swales, of the 

Salvation Army, Cordova Outpost, is one of those people. 

Swales departed Cordova June 27, for her new duty 

assignment at The Salvation Army’s Ray and Joan Kroc 

Center in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
Swales’ tenure began nearly three years ago, when she 

arrived on an Alaska Marine Highway ferry.

“I was awestruck the entire trip,” Swales said. “When 

HOMETOWN SEND-OFF

Salvation Army’s Robbin Swales off to new post

Photo by Cinthia Gibbens-Stimson/The Cordova Times

Linden O’Toole entertained Cordova kids during the Chamber of Commerce’s Fourth of July festivities, Monday, 

by using two fishing rods, twine and wind currents to blow gigantic bubbles. The children were fascinated 

watching the bubbles get larger, then floating away in the cool breeze. 
More photos from Fourth of July festivities inside, Pages 8-9

CELEBRATION IN THE AIR

■ See Page 12,  SWALES

BOAT HEROES

Fishermen  rally to save sinking shipF/V Cricket is damaged  but still salvageable
BY BRIELLE SCHAEFFERFor The Cordova TimesHeather Burton had just gotten her 

newborn son to sleep when her husband, 

James, got the call — their boat, the F/V 

Cricket, was sinking in Cordova’s Small 

Boat Harbor.The sleep-deprived new mother wasn’t 

sure what was going on at first but she 

knew it was dire. Her husband jumped out 

of bed and was out the door in 30 seconds.

“It was scary at first, obviously,” she said. 

“I felt like someone had died.”
Fortunately everyone involved was safe.

When James Burton, who is a Cordova 

City Council member and commercial 

fisherman, made it down to the harbor he 

found Bobby Linville and Doug Phillips try-

ing to pump the water out. 
James Burton pulled his bow picker 

around and also started pumping water. 

Phillips even tied his boat to the Cricket to 

keep it afloat but the damage had already 

been done.
“The engine room was completely cov-

ered in water,” Heather Burton said. “The 

inside cabin on the lower level was ruined.”

The Cricket had just gotten a rebuilt 

transmission and was put back in water on 

June 29 in anticipation for the seine opener 

on July 1. 

■ See Page 7,  CRICKET
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