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A few ideas to shop local this holiday season and  

give something special to those on your nice list

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON

cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

1. Custom Rope Baskets  

by Knot Crazy

April Beedle’s Custom Rope Baskets are an attractive, 

unique and practical gift for that hard-to-shop-for person 

on your holiday gift list!  An Alaska fisherman’s wife 

and mother to another Alaska fisherman, Beedle swears 

on her website that she’s, “Knot Crazy! As a longtime 

Alaskan, my world revolves around the ocean and its re-

sources and treasures.”

In the fishing community of Cordova, line and netting 

are used to catch a wide variety of sea life. Beedle recycles 

all types of fishing rope and line to create her assortment 

of original, hand-crafted and hand-knotted baskets, key 

fobs, family name signs, coasters, door hangers and more.

Much of her artwork is lovely to look and functional, 

too!
Prices start at $1 and up to $120, depending on the 

complexity of the gift.

“I love knotting and making these unique nautical cre-

ations. I have over a dozen different items and thoroughly 

enjoy making each one,” Beedle said.

Beedle isn’t taking custom orders until mid-March 

of next year, but says she’s been quite knotty lately, in 

preparation for the annual holiday bazaar, Dec. 2-3, at Mt. 

Eccles Elementary School. 

Online store: knotcrazy.net

THANK YOU COLD BAY

The Turkeys 

Have Landed
American Airlines crew spends 

another night in Aleutians

CORDOVA CHRONICLES

BY DICK SHELLHORN

For The Cordova Times

Back on 12 October 2016, an American 

Airlines Boeing 787 bound from Shanghai 

to Chicago was diverted to Cold Bay, Alaska, 

after the crew noticed what was described by 

news reports as “an indicator light that sug-

gested a possible mechanical problem with 

one of plane’s engines.”

The huge 787 was dubbed the Dreamliner 

by Boeing, who developed it to compete with 

the massive Airbus created by an European 

consortium of aircraft manufacturers.  The 

twin-engined 787 is over 200 feet long, has a 

wingspan of 197 feet, and can carry up to 335 

passengers while cruising at 567 miles per 

hour.  This flight carried 100 passengers and 

a crew of 14.

What the news reports didn’t mention was 

that the problematic engine was shut down, 

and the plane flew over 700 miles in two hours 

on one engine prior to making an emergency 

landing at this remote place in Alaska.

Living in a roadless community, we wizened 

Cordova air travelers all know that modern 

jets can fly on a single engine, but that had 
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Custom Rope Baskets from April Beedle’s Knot Crazy are 

an attractive, unique and practical gift for that hard-to-

shop-for person on your holiday gift list, for shopping 

locally or in travel mode.

Photo Courtesy Yang Wren Art/For The Cordova Times

YANG WREN ART: Yang Wren Art’s creator Cadi Moffitt sees her world with imaginative eyes and her artwork is a rendition 

of what she sees, be it like her colorful work, “Wild Ride,” pictured here, or any of her other uniquely-Cordova pieces.

■ See Page 10,  LOCAL GIFTS

HERE’S A HOLIDAY TIP

Advice for a smooth 

holiday season

BY JOANN DERSON

King Features

• Having a holiday party? Put food and 

drinks in separate areas, as these are places 

that guests tend to linger. With different 

stops for each, guests will not bunch up in 

one place trying to do both, and it actually 

encourages mingling!

• Dirty candles can be cleaned up quickly 

with a leg of pantyhose. Slip the candle in 

the hose, rub the outside of the candle and 

release.

• Need a quick batch of cookies? Keep a box 

mix of cake on hand. Instead of the listed in-

gredients, add two eggs and a half-cup of oil 

to the mix. Mix and shape, then bake at 350 F 

for 10 minutes. They are really good, and you 

can get pretty creative.

• Inexpensive gift idea: a cute holiday cof-

fee mug with a bar of chocolate, a packet of 

hot cocoa or instant coffee, a peppermint 

stick and a decorative holiday pick or spray. 

Place inside a gallon-size zipper-top bag, tie 

with a ribbon, then trim off the zipper-top, 

leaving just the plastic. Looks nice.

• “Wondering what wine to serve at your 

holiday party? Order a case of mixed wines. 

You might get a hit on your hands!” -- C.C. in 

Oregon
• Instead of going out and buying extra 

items to have on hand for guests, just borrow 

from your neighbors. Extra towels, place set-

tings, silverware, kitchen appliances: It’s a 

pretty good bet that someone on your street 

■ See Page 12, HOLIDAY TIPS
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Christmas traditions:Tree hunts and Christmas morning breakfasts 
 71 years of yuletide joy in  
Cordova with Swedish pancakes, 
pickled fish and Snappee Toms.

BY DICK SHELLHORNFor The Cordova TimesMuch of the Christmas celebration is 

about traditions, and after 71 years of 

Yuletide Joy here in Cordova, we have quite 

a few.  
For example, there’s the tree hunt. No 

fake trees in this house, regardless of how 

many days it takes to clean up all the needles 

come New Year’s Day.  The trip out the road 

to find the perfect tree is always a grand 

adventure, often of legendary proportions. 

We still laugh about the time the weather 

was so bad Dad and Harold Nordman got 

busted for chopping a tree down inside the 

city limits when they thought they were 

out by Mile 13Then there’s Santa’s Helicopter, which 

Dad built in 1957. It took off from the 

carport rooftop many a windy Christmas, 

crashing across the street into the old hos-

pital that is now the Ilanka Clinic and CEC 

headquarters.  Eventually Chopper One had 

so many 2x4s added for repairs that it took 

three guys to lift it into place.  This winter, 

I finally took it apart and reassembled a 

lighter, LED-lit version, for Year Number 

60 of its all-important mission. It can now 

be seen under a 40-foot pine tree near our 

house on Forestry Way.Indoors, my wife Sue does her typical 

incredible job of decorating the house. She 

Last-Minute Gift Guide 2016

A SPECIAL SECTION OF The Cordova Times | Friday, December 16, 2016 | 9

www.thecordovatimes.com

MOONLIGHT MADNESS

■ See Page 10,  SHOP LOCAL

 Local shopping  is smart shoppingWith Christmas just days away, there’s still time to find delightful  

gifts for everyone on your holiday shopping list
BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON

cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

Photo courtesy Copper River Fleece/For The Cordova Times

Local girls sport jackets designed and made by Copper River Fleece. Copper River Fleece’s clothing line is available for 

men, women and children.

Photo by Sue Shellhorn/For The Cordova Times

Swedish pancakes with strawberries and 

whip cream are part of the traditional 

Christmas breakfast at our house.  

■ See Page 11,  TRADITIONS

Christmas is less than two weeks away, but 

it’s not too late to find that perfect gift for the 

special people on your holiday gift list — and 

support Cordova’s economy by shopping local.

Cathy Long, executive director of the Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce, said shopping locally is 

the only way to go.“Studies show that what makes an economy 

strongest is how many times dollars can be 

traded and still remain in town. I think this is 

especially true for places like Cordova. Being as 

far removed as we are here, local vendors work 

harder and invest more to offer inventory op-

tions in town. It’s easy enough to order some-

thing from Amazon, but what happens when 

you need something today? If we don’t provide 

patronage to local business on a regular basis, 

how can we expect them to have inventory in 

stock when we need it?” Long said.

 “It also shows that you care about your com-

munity. It’s not always possible to buy 100-per-

cent of what you need in town, but why not 

shop Cordova first,” she said. Drum up business  
this holiday season! 
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