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1. Yoga Gift Cards or Gift Certificates for Dance Classes 

from Current Rhythms Dance Studio

If you’re already an experienced yogi, know a yogi, or know 

someone who needs to be more flexible and could benefit from 

attending yoga classes, 30-day gift cards are the perfect idea 

for that hard to shop for person on your holiday list.

Yoga classes are geared for all ages and levels of experience. 

Sisters Alyssa and Marita Kleissler also offer special workshops 

with visiting and guest artists throughout the year.

Also available for purchase are dance classes for children, or 

others in the family.

“The gift of dance and yoga keep on giving. Both dance and 

yoga make us feel good from the inside out, which in turn rip-

ples out and touches all those around us. Yoga can radically 

change one’s life. Dance and yoga are two ways to enjoy live 

human interaction and communication. And, our classes are 

taught in a safe, positive environment,” said Alyssa Kleissler, 

who co-owns Current Rhythms with her sister Marita. They’ve 

been in business for 21 years.

The sisters offer classes for all ages, and dance styles to suit 

most any individual, including ballet, tap, Hip Hop, Baby & Me, 

Parent & Toddler, creative, contemporary, lyrical and drama 

classes.
“Dance and yoga classes not only build strength and flexibil-

ity in a body, but can shift one’s mood, build self-esteem, and 

provide a space to develop connections with other community 

members,” Alyssa said.

Current Rhythms Dance Studio

Owners: Alyssa Kleissler and Marita Kleissler

Website: www.currentrhythms.com

Address: 301 Railroad Row, Cordova

Email: dancinak@ctcak.net

Phone: 907-424-3632

Deadline for ordering gift certificates: Dec. 22

Shipping/mailing services: Local pickup only

Unlimited Monthly Yoga Card: $45. Good for one month in 2018. 

Limited to 1 per person.

2017 MOONLIGHT MADNESS 

Gift Guide

7 Cordova-only gifts that will have your ‘nice’ list 

Jumping for Joy

ONLY IN CORDOVA

Photo courtesy Current Rhythms Dance Studio

At Current Rhythms, dance classes are a blend of various art forms and dance styles. The dancers learn to choreograph their own 

original pieces and often inspire others to dance, including these two dancers who taught themselves break dance moves in the studio.

A few ideas to shop local this holiday season and give something special  

to those on your “nice” – and maybe even your “naughty” – list

Photo courtesy Current Rhythms Dance Studio

Students enjoy the calming benefits of balasana, also known as 

the child’s pose. 

See Page 10,  ONLY IN CORDOVA

Webber 
offers 

paradigm 
for direct 
marketing
After 50 years of fishing, 

harvester is still fine-tuning 

processing, sales skills

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

For The Cordova Times

Veteran fisherman Bill Webber is out to 

change the fortunes of harvesters of wild 

caught salmon who want more value for 

their product with his paradigm for get-

ting those fish from the ocean to markets 

everywhere.

A third-generation fisherman born and 

raised in Cordova, 2017, Webber is proud 

of the high quality of his salmon product, 

and eager to educate fellow harvesters and 

consumers alike how he does it.

After half a century in commercial fish-

eries, 2017 being Webber’s 50th year har-

vesting sockeye and coho salmon in the 

Copper River Delta fishery, he said he’s 

still enjoying his career at sea.

Starting with a 22-foot cabin skiff in 

the late 1960s, he says, he graduated into 

incrementally better boats, and along the 

way also has owned and operated Gulkana 

Seafoods Direct, plus Webber Marine and 

Manufacturing Inc.

Six years ago, after his old vessel 

swamped on the Copper River, Webber 

built a new 35-foot fishing boat, the F/V 

Paradigm Shift, one of the largest in the 

Copper River area fleet, complete with 

processing work stations and an integrat-

ed intravenous pressure bleeding system.

While the harvester-director business 

model Webber uses was developed over 

the past 17 years, he says he’s still always 

looking for ways to improve it. 

Webber says the key to the quality of 

his fish, which he markets via www.gul-

kanaseafoods.com, is that he catches and 

processes the wild salmon pre-rigor mor-

tis, employing that intravenous pressure 

bleeding system. 

Also determined to educate consumers, 

Photo courtesy of Bill Webber

King salmon in the processing station 

aboard Bill Webber’s F/V Paradigm Shift.

PROCESSED AT SEA

See Page 8,  PROCESSED AT SEA
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CORDOVA CHRONICLES
All I want for Christmas is a WonderduckDecoy has motors that 

run 15-plus hours on two 
D-cell batteries, and orange, 

weedless paddling feetBY DICK SHELLHORNFor The Cordova TimesAnother duck season officially ends Dec. 

16. Most of the birds have already headed 

South from frozen sloughs and ponds on 

the Copper River Delta. A few hardy ducks 

– mallards in particular – still hang around 

in saltwater areas.Hunting down Eyak River and Alaganik 

Slough was unusually slow most of this 

fall. There seemed to be far fewer locals 

birds, and many were quite immature at 

the start of the season. Plus the big north-

ern birds were slow arriving, perhaps due 

to warm weather throughout much of Sep-

tember and early October. 
Nonetheless, many enjoyable mornings 

were spent at my blind on a pond near our 

Pete Dahl cabin. There were some beauti-

ful sunrises, and considerable time to pon-

der the vagaries of duck hunting.
As a group, water fowlers are probably 

guiltier of anthropomorphism, which is 

the attribution of human characteristics or 

behavior to a god, animal or object, than 

any other type of hunters.
While what motivates ducks most is 

dining, propagating and making sure their 

rear ends don’t get frozen in the ice before 

migrating to warmer climes, we bird chas-

ers assume their wily behavior is an inten-

tional, mocking affront to our obviously 

higher level of intelligence. 
I cannot tell you how many times in over 

six decades of hunting ducks I have sat still 

in my blind for an hour; finally became 

bored, stood up to stretch and watched a 

half dozen green heads suddenly come out 

of nowhere to land in my decoys.
Or better yet, after drinking six cups of 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS

Cordova nonprofits work to make our world a safer, healthier place 

BY TEAL BARMOREFor The Cordova Times

COPPER RIVER  WATERSHED PROJECTCopper River Watershed Project works to keep the wa-

tershed intact as one of the last salmon strongholds of 

North America, while balancing the economic needs of 

the communities that depend on it. Their programs fo-

cus on salmon habitat, watershed education and sustain-

able tourism. Donations to the CRWP help support its 

programs, and makes its “partner in economic activism.” 

Newman’s Own Foundation is matching online donations 

until Jan. 3, and the CRWP is selling holiday membership 

gift bundles at its gift shop. CRWP is also on Amazon 

Smile and pickclickgive.org.Website: www.copperriver.org
Email: info@copperriver.org
Phone: (907) 424-3334 
Address: P.O. Box 1749, Cordova, Alaska 99574

How to Donate: Donations can be made in person at the 

Copper River Watershed Project, mailed to P.O. Box 1560 

Cordova, AK 99574, or online at copperriver.org/donate.

EYAK PRESERVATION COUNCIL

The mission of Eyak Preservation Council is to “honor 

Eyak heritage and conserve wild salmon habitat and cul-

ture for all people.” EPC raises awareness and facilitates 

public support to provide alternative solutions for de-

velopment that threatens wild salmon in this area. The 

council’s recent work includes conserving the Bering Riv-

er coalfields, and efforts to move timing and placement of 

the Navy training exercises. Donations go to all program 

areas, all of which work to protect wild salmon habitat. In 

December, donations will be doubled and gifts of $25 or 

more will receive an EPC canvas tote bag.
Website: eyakpreservationcouncil.org

Email: eyak@redzone.org
Phone: 907-424-5890Address: P.O. Box 460, Cordova, Alaska 99574

How to Donate: Tax-deductible donations can be made on 

EPC’s website or by mailing a check to EPC’s P.O. Box. EPC 

also accepts donations through Amazon Smile and Fred 

Meyer’s community rewards.

Photo courtesy Copper River Watershed Project

Copper River Watershed Project leads projects like Eyak 

Lake Clean-Up Day every year to improve fish habitat. 

See Page 14,  WONDERDUCK

COLOR

See Page 8,  GIVE LOCAL

Photo courtesy Bob Martinson / Eyak Preservation Council

The Eyak Preservation Council helped organize this 2015 

protest of the Navy’s spring training outside of Cordova.
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built a new 35-foot fishing boat, the F/V 

Paradigm Shift, one of the largest in the 
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