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Skaters and glaciers on the move
With the ingenious 

use of a cordless drill, 

Drew Lindow checks 

the ice thickness at 

Sheridan.  It was less 

than two inches, so 

there was no skating 

that day.

Photo by Dick Shellhorn/

For The Cordova Times

CORDOVA CHRONICLES

A HOLIDAY TRADITION

If some 

industrious 

fisherman is 

looking for 

an off-season 

occupation, 

try opening  

a skate-

sharpening 

business

BY DICK SHELLHORN

For The Cordova Times

The ice skating season is here. Starting on 

Sunday, Nov. 11, more and more locals were 

seen venturing out onto nearby Eyak Lake, 

after patiently waiting for the ice to develop 

safe thickness.

That great font of collective wisdom, The 

Old Farmer’s Almanac, which was founded 

in 1792, recommends three inches of ice as 

strong enough to hold a single person on 

foot, and four inches for a group in single 

file. One wonders how many farmers crashed 

See Page 11,  ICE SKATING

The Nutcracker, made 

modern by Current Rhythms

Tickets to both performances of this season’s ballet were sold out

BY TEAL BARMORE 

For the Cordova Times

The original Nutcracker is far from modern. 

The story dates back to 1816 when E.T.A. Hoffman 

published the scary adult fairy tale “The Nutcracker 

and the Mouse King” in Germany. By 1884 Alexan-

der Dumas Pére, a Frenchman, adapted the story for 

children. It is this adaptation that was originally 

choreographed into a ballet, with a score by Pyotr 

Ilyich Tchaikovsky, for the Russian Imperial Ballet. 

The first performance was in Petersburg, Russia in 

1892. In 1944 the ballet came to the United States 

and over time grew in popularity. Today, The Nut-

Photo by Teal Barmore/The Cordova Times

“The older Clara, Ria Smyke, wakes up in her dream surrounded by the production’s youngest members, the mice.  

Cordova dance group Current Rhythms presented the modernized version of The Nutcracker at the Cordova Center.

See Page 8,  NUTCRACKER

ALL HANDS

ASMI 

expands  

its reach

Sales prompted by Global 

Food Aid program bring in 

millions of dollars

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbauman@thecordovatimes.com

On a domestic and international scale, 

the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute 

expanded its reach over the past year to 

promote domestic and overseas sales of 

wild Alaska seafood, and educate the in-

dustry on seafood technical issues.

In presentations Nov. 28, at the start of 

ASMI’s three-day All Hands meeting in 

Anchorage, some 200 participants heard 

progress reports on these and other relat-

ed issues, including ASMI’s sustainability 

program.

Fisheries market researcher Andy Wick, 

presenting for the McDowell Group in 

Juneau, noted that the cumulative first 

wholesale value of wild Alaska seafood 

from 1959 through 2016 totaled $170 bil-

lion, equal to the value of all major profes-

sional sports teams in North America.

Eighty percent of the state’s commercial 

seafood harvests from 2011 through 2015 

was in high volume groundfish, including 

Pollock and cod, while salmon garnered 

on average 15 percent of the catch, hali-

but and black cod 1 percent, and crab 1 

percent. 

Those percentages were compiled from 

See Page 7,  ALL HANDS
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BOARD OF F ISHERIES

Persistence 

pays off for 

subsistence 

openers

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES STAFF

After years of effort to get subsistence 

fishing opportunities separate from com-

mercial openers, the Alaska Board of Fish-

eries has approved a proposal extending 

that effort to include every Saturday after 

May 15 through Oct. 31.

The vote on an amended Proposal 19 by 

John Whissel, environmental director for 

the Native Village of Eyak, came during 

the board’s December meeting in Valdez.

NVE has been trying to get subsistence 

opportunities for the salmon fishery sepa-

rated from commercial openers since the 

1990s, said Whissel. 

“I’m very pleased that the people who 

were to able to get enough salmon will 

have the opportunity to get their freezers 

Windstorm shatters 

window, rattles nerves

Gusts reach 71 mph at Cordova Harbor

BY EMILY MESNER

emesner@thecordovatimes.com

Howling winds rattled Cordova, causing buildings to 

shake and glass to shatter. 

Around 2:30 a.m. on Dec. 6, strong winds and rain 

ripped through town. The Eyak Inn’s walls trembled as 

rain blew sideways.

David Janka, owner of Auklet Charter Services, said 

that readings from the National Weather Station in the 

Cordova Boat Harbor calculated the peak wind gust at 

71 mph. 

However, Janka guessed that it easily reached 80 mph.

Boats in the harbor seemed to fair well during the 

storm, including the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Sycamore.

“I’m happy to say the ship did not sustain any storm 

damage; only damage was to our brow (walkway) lead-

ing from the pier onto the ship, which is already fixed,” 

WINDSTORM

See Page 14,  WINDSTORM

TAX B ILL

Federal 

tax bill 

heads for 

conference 

committee

Murkowski, Young  

both named to participate 

in negotiations

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbauman@thecordovatimes.com

A federal tax overhaul bill passed by 

the Senate in the wee hours of Dec. 2, one 

that would allow oil leasing in the Arctic 

National Wildlife Refuge, was headed for 

a conference committee this week, to rec-

oncile differences between the Senate and 

House versions.

Their goal is to have it ready for Presi-

dent Trump to sign before year’s end.

Committee members, including Sen. 

Lisa Murkowski and Rep. Don Young, both 

R-Alaska, must produce final terms of 

See Page 7,  SUBSISTENCE

See Page 7,  TAX BILL

Anne Schaefer elected city 

councilor in unanimous vote

BY EMILY MESNER

The Cordova Times

Anne Schaefer was elected city council member on 

Dec. 6, filling the position of council seat E, previously 

held by Josh Hallquist.

Nominated by councilor David Allison, the vote 

passed unanimously. Audible excitement could be heard 

from members of the public as they whispered congratu-

lations with smiles.

Schaefer, a wildlife biologist, moved to Cordova just 

over three years ago and found passion in becoming 

Emily Mesner/The Cordova Times

Anne Schaefer completes her oath of office, delivered by Mayor Clay Koplin, after the city council meeting on 

Wednesday, Dec. 6. “I’m really excited to serve as a city council member for Cordova and I’m really thankful for all of the 

support I got from the community,” Schaefer said.

CITY COUNCIL

See Page 12,  COUNCILOR
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EXTREME WEATHER

HOLIDAY FUNDRAISER

Tacos for Toys

City tree snaps in 108 mph winds

PLUS CORDOVA 

CHRONICLES: 

All I want for 

Christmas is  

a Wonderduck

High winds strike Cordova for the second 

time in less than a week

BY EMILY MESNER

emesner@thecordovatimes.com

The city of Cordova’s Christmas tree succumbed to high winds, 

snapping in half and falling into First Street, shortly before 12:15 

a.m. Monday, Dec. 11.

The downed tree was first reported to The Cordova Times by 

Amanda O’Brien.

Rob Campbell reported 68 knots at his weather buoy in the har-

bor. “Glad I tightened my lines!” he wrote on The Cordova Times 

The city of Cordova 

Christmas tree rests 

partially in the road 

on First Street shortly 

after midnight on 

Dec. 11, after strong 

winds ripped through 

Cordova.

See more storm 

photos online at 

thecordovatimes.com

Emily Mesner/ 

The Cordova Times

See Page 17,  WINDSTORM

YOUNG F ISHERMEN

New generation 

of harvesters 

faces big 

challenges

80 percent drop in Pacific  

cod allocation poses  

economic challenges for  

Gulf of Alaska communities

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbauman@thecordovatimes.com

Words of encouragement from Gov. Bill 

Walker, along with bare economic facts 

of life the commercial fisheries in Alaska 

greeted several dozen young commercial 

seafood harvesters gathered for the 2017 

Alaska Young Fishermen’s Summit in An-

chorage.

“Fisheries are a critical part of the Alas-

ka economy,” Walker told the young har-

vesters gathered at the Dena’ina Center 

in Anchorage Dec. 6-8. “There is no bigger 

opportunity than in fisheries.”

The governor praised the Alaska De-

partment of Fish and Game and ADF&G 

Commissioner Sam Cotten for their efforts 

in overseeing “the best managed fishery 

in the world,” noting that this year Bristol 

See Page 5,  YOUNG FISHERMEN

BY EMILY MESNER

emesner@thecordovatimes.com

Santa Claus strikes a pose while Marcus Holley, right, draws him during the 

Tacos for Toys fundraising event held at the Reluctant Fisherman Inn on Dec. 10. 

The drawing of Santa sold for $30. The holiday fundraising event at the Reluc-

tant Fisherman Inn included an all-you-can-eat taco buffet, with silent and live 

auctions, raised over $6,000 for gifts and food boxes. FULL STORY, PAGE 10-11
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Operation Santa Claus

Cordova native flies Santa Claus to island village 

BY EMILY MESNER

emesner@thecordovatimes.com

Wrapped gifts, stuffed animals, knitted hats, 

books and Mr. and Mrs. Claus were piled into an HC-

130J Combat King II aircraft, flown by Alaska Air Na-

tive Guard Capt. Wesley Ladd.

Born and raised in Cordova, Ladd was on a mis-

sion on Dec. 5 with the 211th Rescue Squadron,

to bring a early Christmas to children in St. Mi-

chael, population 413, a Yup’ik Eskimo community 

on St. Michael Island in southeastern Norton Sound.

The crew from the 211th Rescue Squadron were 

greeted by numerous pickup trucks, ready to haul 

the presents to the Anthony A. Andrews School 

where people eagerly waited for their arrival. 

“They were all really excited to see us come in 

there,” Ladd said. 

A group of Alaska National Guard Members and 

Alaska Air National 

Guardsman Capt. 

Wesley Ladd, with 

the 211th Rescue 

Squadron, flies Santa, 

Mrs. Claus and more 

than 30 National 

Guard and community 

volunteers on an HC-

130J Combat King II 

aircraft from Joint Base 

Elmendorf-Richardson 

to St. Michael, during 

Operation Santa Claus, 

on Dec. 5. Operation 

Santa Claus is an Alaska 

National Guard annual 

community outreach 

program that provides 

Christmas gifts, books, 

school supplies, fresh 

fruit and ice cream 

sundaes to youngsters 

in rural communities.   

U.S. Army National Guard 

photo by Staff Sgt. Balinda 

O’Neal Dresel

HOLIDAY OUTREACH

See Page 12,  OPERATION SANTA

HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

Kindergarteners Skype with an elf 

Youngster promises carrots, 

cookies for Santa’s reindeer

BY EMILY MESNER

emesner@thecordovatimes.com

It was a trip to the principal’s office that 

had the kids wide-eyed, and eager to tell all, 

with no fear of repercussions.

And after patiently waiting their turn on 

Dec. 6, kindergarteners at the Mt. Eccles El-

ementary School got their chance to talk by 

Skype to an elf, a tradition that dates back 

to 1993.

“They got a one-eyed minion elf this year,” 

said Mt. Eccles Elementary Principle Gayle 

Groff, referencing the minions from the 

movie Despicable Me. 

Photo by Emily Mesner/The Cordova Times

Wesley Sheridan, 6, laughs as he talks to an elf about his favorite food 

on Wednesday, Dec. 6, at Mt. Eccles Elementary School. J.R. Lewis, co-

owner of Cordova Radio, has been running the Christmas program with 

the school for the past 24 years. He talks with the students via Skype, 

setting the profile to a minion wearing a Santa hat, asking them what 

they want for Christmas and other holiday questions.  

See Page 12,  SKYPE WITH ELF

Merry Christmas! Christmas messages and church services times inside today PAGE 9

PATHOGENS

Assessment 

released on risks 

to sockeyes

Canadian government: Chances 

minimal that virus will spread 

from farmed to wild salmon 

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbauman@thecordovatimes.com

Canadian fisheries officials say their re-

search concludes there are minimal risks 

to sockeye salmon in the Fraser River in 

British Columbia of an infectious virus 

from Atlantic salmon farms transferring 

to wild populations.

Current fish health management prac-

tices such as vaccination and eradication 

See Page 7,  PATHOGENS

PWS Audubon completes 118th  

national Christmas Bird Count
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Upgrade to the new iPhone X , iPhone 8, or Galaxy S8!

424-2300   ctcak.net

New Year, New Phone

Great selecti
on, prices, and service. Make the 

switch this new year to Cordova's best network!

2017 IN REVIEW:

Happy New Year!

Top stories from 2017: A look back at the year in news  PAGES 8-9

Sky
Eyes

to the

Birders, scientists and citizens work 

together to add to a century of data

BY TEAL BARMORE

For The Cordova Times

Every winter birders, scientists and citizens across the 

Western Hemisphere team up for the nation’s longest 

running citizen science bird project — the Christmas Bird 

Count. 

In Cordova it has been a tradition since 1971, when re-

nowned local birder Pete Isleib established the Cordova 

circle, a 15-mile wide area for the local census. For the 

first few years Isleib did the whole count by himself, ob-

serving, recording and compiling results for multiple 

LEFT: Mary Anne Bishop, a 

researcher for the Prince William 

Sound Science Center, participates 

in Cordova’s Christmas Bird Count 

most years, and uses the data from 

the count to plan her research 

projects. 

Teal Barmore/The Cordova Times

TOP: Anna’s Hummingbirds have 

been expanding their range north. 

This species was first observed on 

Cordova’s count in 2003 and has 

been counted annually since 2013. 

Photo courtesy Milo Burcham/ 

for The Cordova Times

See Page 11,  BIRD COUNT

COPPER R IVER WATCH

CRWP will present at  

AMSS on citizen scientists

Data gathered is added  

to ADF&G’s Anadromous 

Waters Catalog

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbauman@thecordovatimes.com

Efforts to train some 400 citizen scientists 

in researching salmon habitat in the Copper 

River watershed will be in the spotlight on 

Jan. 23, during the Gulf of Alaska day at the 

Alaska Marine Science Symposium in An-

chorage.

Kristin Carpenter, executive director of the 

Copper River Watershed Project, will deliver 

a presentation prepared by CRWP program 

director Kate Morse on how CRWP trained 

elementary and high school students, plus 

adults from the Cordova area in document-

ing salmon habitat in the watershed.

Hers is one of some two dozen presenta-

CHARGING STATIONS

Cordova prepares for 

future electric vehicles

Editor’s Note: As Cordova prepares for a future when electric ve-

hicles will come more into vogue, Cordova Mayor Clay Koplin, who 

is also the chief executive officer of the Cordova Electric Cooperative, 

offers questions and answers on this step into evolving technology.

BY CLAY KOPLIN

For The Cordova Times

Q: Why install electric vehicle (EV) charging stations, are there any 

electric vehicles in Cordova? 

A: There are two electric cars that I know of, but the chargers 

See Page 4,  CHARGING STATIONS

See Page 7,  CITIZEN SCIENCE

2019 MEDIA KIT

WHO ARE OUR READERS?
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Prince William Sound’s oldest newspaper. Established 1914. Tribally owned.
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CHILD WELFARE

NVE among signers 

of tribal child 

welfare compact
Tribal entity seeks more Alaska Native homes  

to care for children in need

BY PAULA DOBBYN

For The Cordova Times

A historic child welfare compact between 

state government and tribes takes effect in 

Alaska in mid-December.

The Alaska Tribal Child Welfare Compact, 

inked at the Alaska Federation of Natives 

convention in Anchorage on Oct. 19, seals 

the authority of 18 tribes to deliver services 

including foster care licensing, child abuse 

investigations, adoption and guardianship 

home studies, and supervised visitation. 

Other tribes can join the compact next year 

if they so choose.

Native Village of Eyak is among the tribes 

Photo courtesy of the office of Gov. Bill Walker

Gov. Bill Walker signs the Alaska Tribal Child Welfare Compact while 

Department of Health and Social Services Commissioner Valerie 

Davidson looks on. ALSO INSIDE: Photos from AFN’s Alaska Native 

Customary Art Show on Oct. 20 in Anchorage. Page 8

See Page 12,  CHILD WELFARE

CHUGACH ALASKA CORP.

Elder of the year

Patience 
Faulkner
Taught traditional Native crafts, 

skills for more than 4 decades

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON

cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

Alaska Native artist and teacher Patience 

Faulkner, who is of Chugach Sugpiaq heri-

tage, was honored Oct. 14 in Cordova as 

Chugach Alaska Corp.’s 2017 Elder of the 

Year.
Faulkner, who celebrated her 70th birth-

day just a day earlier, said she felt very hon-

ored.
“As an elder, I’m supposed to have words 

of wisdom,” she said. 

“As elders, we share our talents and wis-

dom with our youth, but at the same time, 

the youth need to find an elder and give 

SALMON IN IT IATIVE

Alaska Supreme Court takes up Stand for Salmon v. Mallott

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbauman@thecordovatimes.com

A decision over the constitutionality of a pro-

posed ballot initiative that would update Alaska’s 

61-year-old fish habitat permitting law is now in the 

hands of the Alaska Supreme Court.

The court battle ignited when Lt. Gov. Byron Mal-

lott, on the recommendation of the Alaska Depart-

ment of Law, declined to certify the ballot initiative 

that the nonprofit Stand for Salmon wanted to get 

on the ballot.

The problem, according to Stand for Salmon, is 

that current law directs the Alaska Department of 

Fish and Game to approve any resource extraction 

proposal near salmon streams unless the plans are 

Photo by Angela Butler/For The Cordova Times

Patience Faulkner received the Chugach Alaska Corp.’s 2017 Elder of the Year award Oct. 14, during Chugach’s annual 

shareholders’ meeting at the Cordova Center.

See Page 7,  ELDER OF THE YEAR

See Page 7,  SALMON INITIATIVE
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Halloween  

Girls on the Run 

5K in third year 

10-week program teaches 

life skills, joy of running and 

accomplishing goals to girls

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON

cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

Several dozen racers lined Main Street 

in front of the Masonic Hall Oct. 28, as the 

Girls on the Run Costume 5K event kicked 

off at 10 a.m. Participants ran, walked, 

skipped or jogged to the halfway point on 

Orca Road, before returning to the finish 

GIRLS ON THE RUN

Morning Music starts 

school day on a happy note

Volunteers keep winter 4-H music program up and running

BY TEAL BARMORE

For The Cordova Times

At 7:30 a.m. on a Thursday morning 

things are pretty quiet at Mt. Eccles Elemen-

tary School, but a sign on a music stand just 

inside the front door hints of the merriment 

to come. 
It reads “Morning Music — FREE LES-

SONS! Guitar, fiddle, mandolin, banjo, bass 

and singing.” 

Started in 1999 by Belle Mickelson, the 

4-H winter music program offers kindergar-

ten through sixth grade students a chance to 

get their hands on instruments. Preschool-

ers are welcome to come with their parents 

or caregivers and adults are encouraged to 

volunteer. 
The program runs from 8 a.m. to 8:35 

a.m., but Mickelson asks volunteers to arrive 

at 7:45 a.m. to help tune instruments.  

Getting the room ready for Morning Mu-

sic is a bit of a production. Chairs need to be 

set up, the lyrics and chords need to be dis-

Photo by Teal Barmore/The Cordova Times

The kids are free to move about the room and switch instruments 

as they please. “It is actually a fairly unstructured time to learn and 

explore,” notes volunteer Malani Towle.

LEARN TO PLAY

See Page 11,  MUSIC

Photo by Cinthia Gibbens-Stimson/ 

The Cordova Times

A Girls on the Run race participant appears 

to be dressed as Waldo on Orca Road Oct. 

28, during the 5K event.

See Page 9,  GIRLS ON THE RUN
Photo by Cinthia Gibbens-Stimson/The Cordova Times

Amlia Masolini was on a serious mission, trick-or-treating on Main Street 

Oct. 31 with her family. Halloween events abound in Cordova for two weeks. 

STORY AND PHOTOS INSIDE, PAGE 8

HALLOWEEN TOWN

HARVEST IMPACT

Cordova ranks in top 30 

commercial fish ports

NOAA report shows 35 million pounds of seafood  

worth $38 M landed at Cordova’s port in 2016

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbaumam@thecordovatimes.com

A new federal fisheries report on the economic impact 

of America’s fisheries ranks Cordova 28th in the nation 

in 2016 on commercial fisheries landings.

The annual Fisheries of the United States report notes 

that in 2016, the latest year for which all statistical data 

is available, that 35 million pounds of seafood valued at 

$38 million was landed at the port of Cordova.

See Page 12,  SEAFOOD PORT
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CORDOVA CHRONICLES

A Halloween treat for Cordovans of all ages

PRETRIAL PROGRAM

New ADOC 

pretrial model 

begins Jan. 1
State provides training  

for local police and NVE

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON

cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

State corrections officials have teamed up with local law enforce-

ment and tribal entities for training in new pretrial and electronic 

monitoring procedures that go into effect Jan. 1 as part of the legis-

lation signed into law last July.

Alaska Department of Corrections officials were in Cordova on 

Nov. 1 to give the police and the Native Village of Eyak guidance 

on the statewide jail booking program and new pretrial assessment 

tools. 
These tools include numerous numerical factors based on previ-

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Cordova City Councilor 

Josh Hallquist recalled

Three ordinances passed Nov. 1 may potentially 

bring an additional $331,000 to city coffers

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON

cgibbens-stimson@thecordovatimes.com

Cordova City Councilor Josh Hal-

lquist has been recalled.

The preliminary vote in the special 

election held on Nov. 7 was 217-99.

The election was called after al-

legations that Hallquist’s actions 

earlier this year constituted defama-

tion of character, threats to business 

people, and use of foul/disrespectful 

language.
Preliminary election results report-

ed shortly after 9 p.m. on Nov. 7 by 

city election chairwoman Ruth Steele, 

showed 217 votes in favor of recalling 

Hallquist, and 99 votes to retain him 

as a city councilor.

City Clerk Susan Bourgeois said 

there are up to 22 absentee ballots left 

to be counted. The election board will 

meet Nov. 15, at 9 a.m. to count those 

ballots, and the election will be cer-

tified by city council later that night 

during the council meeting.

There was only one proposition on 

the ballot: Proposition No. 1, which 

read, “Shall Josh Hallquist be recalled 

from the office of City Council Mem-

ber?”
The polls were open from 7 a.m. to 

8 p.m. at the Cordova Center.

The recall election came about due 

Remember to look to the  

right rather than left

BY DICK SHELLHORN

For The Cordova Times

Time marches on, and once again Cordo-

vans will be able to see its progress.

In a Halloween treat for everyone, on 

Oct. 31 First National Bank Alaska Cordova 

Branch Manager Cully Wooden and Opera-

tions Assistant Bryan Mills opened a large 

cardboard box outside their bank’s entrance 

just as young Trick-or-Treaters were emerg-

ing from next-door Children’s Pallas Day-

care to begin their campaign for Main Street 

goodies. 
Lo and behold, inside was a new time and 

temperature sign, which would be mounted 

atop the front of FNBA building by the next 

day. While the significance of the event may 

have been lost on the costumed tykes eager 

to score treats for immediate gratification, 

FNBA Branch 

Manager Cully 

Wooden and 

costumed Nicole 

Pallas look on as 

Mime Stacie Chappell 

expresses her 

Halloween delight 

at a new Main Street 

time and temperature 

clock.  

Photo by Dick Shellhorn/

The Cordova Times

See Page 12,  PRETRIAL

See Page 11,  NEW SIGN

See Page 12,  RECALL

TOP PHOTO: An official ballot from the City of Cordova special recall election 

held on Nov. 7. Voters were asked to decide if councilmember Josh Hallquist 

should be recalled from council seat E for alleged misconduct while in office.  

Photo by Cinthia Gibbens-Stimson/The Cordova Times

MINING PROJECT

Exploratory work continues 

on potential Icy Bay mine

Environmental questions posed  

on potential adverse impact to fisheries

BY MARGARET BAUMAN

mbauman@thecordovatimes.com

A decision on actual development may be several years off, but the 

Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority is already planning to drill for 

more core samples in 2018 on the gold and heavy minerals deposit 

near Icy Cape, about 75 miles from Yakutat.

The project is in the exploration stage, still establishing concen-

See Page 13,  ICY BAY
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24.7% Cars
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NOTE: Statistics from 2017 readership survey and May 2018 Google Analytics.
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2017 IN REVIEW

A look back at the 
most read news 

stories of the year
BY THE CORDOVA TIMES STAFF

Salmon, storms and a tangle with 

a brown bear dominated the head-

lines in Cordova during 2017. We 

took a trip through the archives 

with a little help from our Google 

Analytics to find our 24 most-read 

stories of the year. Time travel 

through 2017 with us as we take a 

look back at the trials, tribulations 

and triumphs of the year.

1. Cordova Chronicles: 
Cordova fisherman scores  

TKO over brown bear

BY DICK SHELLHORN
August 19, 2017

Ladies and Gentlemen:  Today’s Main 

Event features Robert Cunningham Jr., 7 

foot 1 inch 300 pounder, of Cordova, ver-

sus Ursus Arctos, a 350 pound 4 foot tall  (at 

the shoulder) brown bear, of Softuk. 

It was a brief bout in the middle of no-

where.  In an unusual heavyweight match 

no one other than a trio of cubs witnessed, 

Cunningham waylaid a charging sow with 

one strong right to the chops.   

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/08/19/cordova-

fisherman-scores-tko-brown-bear/

2. Extreme weather:  
City Christmas tree  

snaps in 108 mph winds

BY EMILY MESNER
December 11, 2017

The city of Cordova’s Christmas tree suc-

cumbed to high winds, snapping in half and 

falling into First Street, shortly before 12:15 

a.m. Monday, Dec. 11.
The downed tree was first reported to The 

Cordova Times by Amanda O’Brien.

Rob Campbell reported 68 knots at his 

weather buoy in the harbor. “Glad I tight-

ened my lines!” he wrote on The Cordova 

Times Facebook page. Conex shipping con-

tainers near the shipyard collapsed and fell 

onto a nearby boat just five days after high 

winds shattered a window on one Cordova 

home. 
The Cordova weather station sensor re-

corded gusts of 94.2 knots — or 108 mph — 

at 11:44 p.m. Sunday night.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/12/11/extreme-

weather-city-christmas-tree-snaps-108-mph-winds/

3. Clarke home damaged  
by flood waters

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
September 22, 2017

Former Cordovan Sean Clarke, his daugh-

ters Kinzie and Kaylin, and son Kynan, were 

rescued during Hurricane Harvey when a 

boat pulled up to the door of their flooded 

house Aug. 29, in Little Cypress, Texas.

“I picked up Kaylin, and Kynan picked up 

Kenzie,” Clarke said. “We were waist deep 

in water. The water came into the house so 

fast. When we were inside, we could see out 

the glass door that the water was six inches 

higher outside, then it was inside.”
Clarke, 48, 10-year-old twins Kenzie and 

Kaylin, and Kynan, 14, had lived in Cordova 

all of their lives, up until last year when he 

and the children moved to Texas.
Clarke said he’s been through some of 

Cordova’s toughest storms, but nothing like 

Hurricane Harvey, which whipped through 

East Texas as a Category 4 hurricane with 

130 mph winds.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/09/22/clarke-

home-damaged-flood-waters/

4. Bering River Coal  
Field rights retired

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
 January 25, 2017

In a groundbreaking decision announced 

on Jan. 25, a large portion of coal rights for 

the Bering River Coal Field, 55 miles south-

east of Cordova, are being sold and retired.

The agreement sealing the fate of the bi-

tuminous coal field, some 25 miles north of 

Katalla, in the Carbon Mountains region, 

was reached by Chugach Alaska Corp., New 
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It was a brief bout in the middle of no-

where.  In an unusual heavyweight match 
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Cunningham waylaid a charging sow with 

one strong right to the chops.   

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/08/19/cordova-

fisherman-scores-tko-brown-bear/

2. Extreme weather:  
City Christmas tree  

snaps in 108 mph winds

BY EMILY MESNER
December 11, 2017

The city of Cordova’s Christmas tree suc-

cumbed to high winds, snapping in half and 

falling into First Street, shortly before 12:15 

a.m. Monday, Dec. 11.
The downed tree was first reported to The 

Cordova Times by Amanda O’Brien.

Rob Campbell reported 68 knots at his 

weather buoy in the harbor. “Glad I tight-

ened my lines!” he wrote on The Cordova 

Times Facebook page. Conex shipping con-

tainers near the shipyard collapsed and fell 

onto a nearby boat just five days after high 

winds shattered a window on one Cordova 

home. 
The Cordova weather station sensor re-

corded gusts of 94.2 knots — or 108 mph — 

at 11:44 p.m. Sunday night.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/12/11/extreme-

weather-city-christmas-tree-snaps-108-mph-winds/

3. Clarke home damaged  
by flood waters

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
September 22, 2017

Former Cordovan Sean Clarke, his daugh-

ters Kinzie and Kaylin, and son Kynan, were 

rescued during Hurricane Harvey when a 

boat pulled up to the door of their flooded 

house Aug. 29, in Little Cypress, Texas.

“I picked up Kaylin, and Kynan picked up 

Kenzie,” Clarke said. “We were waist deep 

in water. The water came into the house so 

fast. When we were inside, we could see out 

the glass door that the water was six inches 

higher outside, then it was inside.”
Clarke, 48, 10-year-old twins Kenzie and 

Kaylin, and Kynan, 14, had lived in Cordova 

all of their lives, up until last year when he 

and the children moved to Texas.
Clarke said he’s been through some of 

Cordova’s toughest storms, but nothing like 

Hurricane Harvey, which whipped through 

East Texas as a Category 4 hurricane with 

130 mph winds.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/09/22/clarke-

home-damaged-flood-waters/

4. Bering River Coal  
Field rights retired

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
 January 25, 2017

In a groundbreaking decision announced 

on Jan. 25, a large portion of coal rights for 

the Bering River Coal Field, 55 miles south-

east of Cordova, are being sold and retired.

The agreement sealing the fate of the bi-

tuminous coal field, some 25 miles north of 

Katalla, in the Carbon Mountains region, 

was reached by Chugach Alaska Corp., New 

Forests, The Nature Conservancy, and the 

Native Conservancy Land Trust.
New Forests, founded in 2005, is a sus-

tainable real assets investment manager 

offering leading-edge strategies in forestry, 

timber processing, land management and 

conservation.

STORY:  thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/25/bering-

river-coal-field-rights-retired/

5. One rescued from bow 
picker in Copper River Delta

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
 May 26, 2017

A Good Samaritan aboard the F/V Crown 

Royal came to the rescue on May 25 of the 

lone occupant of the 24-foot bow picker F/V 

Bad Boy that capsized on the Copper River 

Delta, the U.S. Coast Guard said.
Coast Guard Sector Anchorage received a 

report of a capsize about noon of that day. 

No injuries were reported.
The Bad Boy is home ported in Cordova.

Cause of the incident is under investiga-

tion. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Val-

dez was coordinating with federal and state 

agencies to oversee salvage of the vessel 

and ensure protection of the marine envi-

ronment. As fishing activity surge with the 

opening of the commercial salmon fish-

ing season, this capsizing is a reminder to 

all that the Alaskan maritime environment 

can be dangerous. The Coast Guard is urg-

ing mariners to check their vessels’ safety 

equipment and remain vigilant.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/05/26/one-

rescued-bow-picker-copper-river-delta/

6. Copper River salmon  
sales are hot

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 June 2, 2017

From gourmet restaurant entrees to Cost-

co roadshows, Alaska is rolling out the red 

carpet again for Copper River salmon.

Copper River sockeye entrees, with rice 

pilaf and grilled asparagus, were on the 

menu in late May at the Glacier Brewhouse, 

in downtown Anchorage, for $34.95, and the 

49th Street Brewing Co., in the midst of its 

Crab Fest, featured a sockeye stuffed with 

crab entree, plus mashed potatoes and sea-

sonal vegetables, for $32.99.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/06/02/copper-

river-salmon-sales-hot/

7. Alaska seafood  
is radiation free

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 January 12, 2017

State testing of seafood samples, in con-

junction with the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-

ministration, reaffirms that the quality and 

health of Alaska seafood has not been im-

pacted by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear di-

saster.
In a statement issued on Jan. 9, the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

confirmed that testing for 2016 and dating 

back to 2014 revealed no detectable levels of 

Fukushima-related radionuclides.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/12/alaska-

seafood-is-radiation-free/
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BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 June 2, 2017

From gourmet restaurant entrees to Cost-

co roadshows, Alaska is rolling out the red 

carpet again for Copper River salmon.

Copper River sockeye entrees, with rice 

pilaf and grilled asparagus, were on the 

menu in late May at the Glacier Brewhouse, 

in downtown Anchorage, for $34.95, and the 

49th Street Brewing Co., in the midst of its 

Crab Fest, featured a sockeye stuffed with 

crab entree, plus mashed potatoes and sea-

sonal vegetables, for $32.99.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/06/02/copper-

river-salmon-sales-hot/

7. Alaska seafood  
is radiation free

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 January 12, 2017

State testing of seafood samples, in con-

junction with the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-

ministration, reaffirms that the quality and 

health of Alaska seafood has not been im-

pacted by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear di-

saster.
In a statement issued on Jan. 9, the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

confirmed that testing for 2016 and dating 

back to 2014 revealed no detectable levels of 

Fukushima-related radionuclides.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/12/alaska-

seafood-is-radiation-free/

8. Sea lion bites fisherman  
at Sand Point dock

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
March 3, 2017

A crewman aboard a fishing vessel tied up 

at the Peter Pan Seafoods dock at Sand Point 

was bitten by a sea lion who jumped aboard 

the commercial fishing vessel, causing se-

vere injury, the Aleutians East Borough said 

in a report published Feb. 28.
The attack on Michael “Mack” McNeil, of 

Deer Park, WA, occurred on Jan. 23, on board 

the F/V Cape St. Elias, the borough reported 

in an article written by Laura Tanis, borough 

communications director and editor of “In 

The Loop,” the borough’s online newsletter.

Owner/skipper Ben Ley said the attack 

was unprovoked.
“We were taking off a pollock net and 

putting on our cod net at the time,” Ley 

said. “There were zero fish on board. That’s 

what’s kind of eerie about this.”

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/03/03/sea-lion-

bites-fisherman-at-sand-point-dock/

9. F/V Kaybee broke loose  
from Cordova harbor  

in Tuesday’s windstorm
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A look back at the most read  
news stories of the year

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES STAFF

Salmon, storms and a tangle with 

a brown bear dominated the head-

lines in Cordova during 2017. We 

took a trip through the archives 

with a little help from our Google 

Analytics to find our 24 most-read 

stories of the year. Time travel 

through 2017 with us as we take a 

look back at the trials, tribulations 

and triumphs of the year.

1. Cordova Chronicles: 
Cordova fisherman scores  

TKO over brown bear

BY DICK SHELLHORN
August 19, 2017

Ladies and Gentlemen:  Today’s Main 

Event features Robert Cunningham Jr., 7 

foot 1 inch 300 pounder, of Cordova, ver-

sus Ursus Arctos, a 350 pound 4 foot tall  (at 

the shoulder) brown bear, of Softuk. 

It was a brief bout in the middle of no-

where.  In an unusual heavyweight match 

no one other than a trio of cubs witnessed, 

Cunningham waylaid a charging sow with 

one strong right to the chops.   

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/08/19/cordova-

fisherman-scores-tko-brown-bear/

2. Extreme weather:  
City Christmas tree  

snaps in 108 mph winds

BY EMILY MESNER
December 11, 2017

The city of Cordova’s Christmas tree suc-

cumbed to high winds, snapping in half and 

falling into First Street, shortly before 12:15 

a.m. Monday, Dec. 11.
The downed tree was first reported to The 

Cordova Times by Amanda O’Brien.

Rob Campbell reported 68 knots at his 

weather buoy in the harbor. “Glad I tight-

ened my lines!” he wrote on The Cordova 

Times Facebook page. Conex shipping con-

tainers near the shipyard collapsed and fell 

onto a nearby boat just five days after high 

winds shattered a window on one Cordova 

home. 
The Cordova weather station sensor re-

corded gusts of 94.2 knots — or 108 mph — 

at 11:44 p.m. Sunday night.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/12/11/extreme-

weather-city-christmas-tree-snaps-108-mph-winds/

3. Clarke home damaged  
by flood waters

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
September 22, 2017

Former Cordovan Sean Clarke, his daugh-

ters Kinzie and Kaylin, and son Kynan, were 

rescued during Hurricane Harvey when a 

boat pulled up to the door of their flooded 

house Aug. 29, in Little Cypress, Texas.

“I picked up Kaylin, and Kynan picked up 

Kenzie,” Clarke said. “We were waist deep 

in water. The water came into the house so 

fast. When we were inside, we could see out 

the glass door that the water was six inches 

higher outside, then it was inside.”
Clarke, 48, 10-year-old twins Kenzie and 

Kaylin, and Kynan, 14, had lived in Cordova 

all of their lives, up until last year when he 

and the children moved to Texas.
Clarke said he’s been through some of 

Cordova’s toughest storms, but nothing like 

Hurricane Harvey, which whipped through 

East Texas as a Category 4 hurricane with 

130 mph winds.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/09/22/clarke-

home-damaged-flood-waters/

4. Bering River Coal  
Field rights retired

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
 January 25, 2017

In a groundbreaking decision announced 

on Jan. 25, a large portion of coal rights for 

the Bering River Coal Field, 55 miles south-

east of Cordova, are being sold and retired.

The agreement sealing the fate of the bi-

tuminous coal field, some 25 miles north of 

Katalla, in the Carbon Mountains region, 

was reached by Chugach Alaska Corp., New 

Forests, The Nature Conservancy, and the 

Native Conservancy Land Trust.
New Forests, founded in 2005, is a sus-

tainable real assets investment manager 

offering leading-edge strategies in forestry, 

timber processing, land management and 

conservation.

STORY:  thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/25/bering-

river-coal-field-rights-retired/

5. One rescued from bow 
picker in Copper River Delta

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
 May 26, 2017

A Good Samaritan aboard the F/V Crown 

Royal came to the rescue on May 25 of the 

lone occupant of the 24-foot bow picker F/V 

Bad Boy that capsized on the Copper River 

Delta, the U.S. Coast Guard said.
Coast Guard Sector Anchorage received a 

report of a capsize about noon of that day. 

No injuries were reported.
The Bad Boy is home ported in Cordova.

Cause of the incident is under investiga-

tion. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Val-

dez was coordinating with federal and state 

agencies to oversee salvage of the vessel 

and ensure protection of the marine envi-

ronment. As fishing activity surge with the 

opening of the commercial salmon fish-

ing season, this capsizing is a reminder to 

all that the Alaskan maritime environment 

can be dangerous. The Coast Guard is urg-

ing mariners to check their vessels’ safety 

equipment and remain vigilant.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/05/26/one-

rescued-bow-picker-copper-river-delta/

6. Copper River salmon  
sales are hot

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 June 2, 2017

From gourmet restaurant entrees to Cost-

co roadshows, Alaska is rolling out the red 

carpet again for Copper River salmon.

Copper River sockeye entrees, with rice 

pilaf and grilled asparagus, were on the 

menu in late May at the Glacier Brewhouse, 

in downtown Anchorage, for $34.95, and the 

49th Street Brewing Co., in the midst of its 

Crab Fest, featured a sockeye stuffed with 

crab entree, plus mashed potatoes and sea-

sonal vegetables, for $32.99.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/06/02/copper-

river-salmon-sales-hot/

7. Alaska seafood  
is radiation free

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 January 12, 2017

State testing of seafood samples, in con-

junction with the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-

ministration, reaffirms that the quality and 

health of Alaska seafood has not been im-

pacted by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear di-

saster.
In a statement issued on Jan. 9, the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

confirmed that testing for 2016 and dating 

back to 2014 revealed no detectable levels of 

Fukushima-related radionuclides.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/12/alaska-

seafood-is-radiation-free/

8. Sea lion bites fisherman  
at Sand Point dock

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
March 3, 2017

A crewman aboard a fishing vessel tied up 

at the Peter Pan Seafoods dock at Sand Point 

was bitten by a sea lion who jumped aboard 

the commercial fishing vessel, causing se-

vere injury, the Aleutians East Borough said 

in a report published Feb. 28.
The attack on Michael “Mack” McNeil, of 

Deer Park, WA, occurred on Jan. 23, on board 

the F/V Cape St. Elias, the borough reported 

in an article written by Laura Tanis, borough 

communications director and editor of “In 

The Loop,” the borough’s online newsletter.

Owner/skipper Ben Ley said the attack 

was unprovoked.
“We were taking off a pollock net and 

putting on our cod net at the time,” Ley 

said. “There were zero fish on board. That’s 

what’s kind of eerie about this.”

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/03/03/sea-lion-

bites-fisherman-at-sand-point-dock/

9. F/V Kaybee broke loose  
from Cordova harbor  

in Tuesday’s windstorm

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
September 6, 2017

High winds and rain swept into Cordova 

on Tuesday night with gusts surpassing the 

40 mph according to the National Weather 

Service.
Commercial fisherman Robert Linville’s 

boat, the F/V Kaybee broke loose from the 

dock in Cordova Harbor and washed ashore 

on Spike Island. Several other vessels ar-

rived at the scene Wednesday morning to 

help recover the vessel.
Cordova Times readers reported downed 

trees, building damage, a destroyed green-

house and an upturned trampoline on social 

media.
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A look back at the most read  
news stories of the year

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES STAFF

Salmon, storms and a tangle with 

a brown bear dominated the head-

lines in Cordova during 2017. We 

took a trip through the archives 

with a little help from our Google 

Analytics to find our 24 most-read 

stories of the year. Time travel 

through 2017 with us as we take a 

look back at the trials, tribulations 

and triumphs of the year.

1. Cordova Chronicles: 
Cordova fisherman scores  

TKO over brown bear

BY DICK SHELLHORN
August 19, 2017

Ladies and Gentlemen:  Today’s Main 

Event features Robert Cunningham Jr., 7 

foot 1 inch 300 pounder, of Cordova, ver-

sus Ursus Arctos, a 350 pound 4 foot tall  (at 

the shoulder) brown bear, of Softuk. 

It was a brief bout in the middle of no-

where.  In an unusual heavyweight match 

no one other than a trio of cubs witnessed, 

Cunningham waylaid a charging sow with 

one strong right to the chops.   

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/08/19/cordova-

fisherman-scores-tko-brown-bear/

2. Extreme weather:  
City Christmas tree  

snaps in 108 mph winds

BY EMILY MESNER
December 11, 2017

The city of Cordova’s Christmas tree suc-

cumbed to high winds, snapping in half and 

falling into First Street, shortly before 12:15 

a.m. Monday, Dec. 11.
The downed tree was first reported to The 

Cordova Times by Amanda O’Brien.

Rob Campbell reported 68 knots at his 

weather buoy in the harbor. “Glad I tight-

ened my lines!” he wrote on The Cordova 

Times Facebook page. Conex shipping con-

tainers near the shipyard collapsed and fell 

onto a nearby boat just five days after high 

winds shattered a window on one Cordova 

home. 
The Cordova weather station sensor re-

corded gusts of 94.2 knots — or 108 mph — 

at 11:44 p.m. Sunday night.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/12/11/extreme-

weather-city-christmas-tree-snaps-108-mph-winds/

3. Clarke home damaged  
by flood waters

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
September 22, 2017

Former Cordovan Sean Clarke, his daugh-

ters Kinzie and Kaylin, and son Kynan, were 

rescued during Hurricane Harvey when a 

boat pulled up to the door of their flooded 

house Aug. 29, in Little Cypress, Texas.

“I picked up Kaylin, and Kynan picked up 

Kenzie,” Clarke said. “We were waist deep 

in water. The water came into the house so 

fast. When we were inside, we could see out 

the glass door that the water was six inches 

higher outside, then it was inside.”
Clarke, 48, 10-year-old twins Kenzie and 

Kaylin, and Kynan, 14, had lived in Cordova 

all of their lives, up until last year when he 

and the children moved to Texas.
Clarke said he’s been through some of 

Cordova’s toughest storms, but nothing like 

Hurricane Harvey, which whipped through 

East Texas as a Category 4 hurricane with 

130 mph winds.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/09/22/clarke-

home-damaged-flood-waters/

4. Bering River Coal  
Field rights retired

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
 January 25, 2017

In a groundbreaking decision announced 

on Jan. 25, a large portion of coal rights for 

the Bering River Coal Field, 55 miles south-

east of Cordova, are being sold and retired.

The agreement sealing the fate of the bi-

tuminous coal field, some 25 miles north of 

Katalla, in the Carbon Mountains region, 

was reached by Chugach Alaska Corp., New 

Forests, The Nature Conservancy, and the 

Native Conservancy Land Trust.
New Forests, founded in 2005, is a sus-

tainable real assets investment manager 

offering leading-edge strategies in forestry, 

timber processing, land management and 

conservation.

STORY:  thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/25/bering-

river-coal-field-rights-retired/

5. One rescued from bow 
picker in Copper River Delta

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
 May 26, 2017

A Good Samaritan aboard the F/V Crown 

Royal came to the rescue on May 25 of the 

lone occupant of the 24-foot bow picker F/V 

Bad Boy that capsized on the Copper River 

Delta, the U.S. Coast Guard said.
Coast Guard Sector Anchorage received a 

report of a capsize about noon of that day. 

No injuries were reported.
The Bad Boy is home ported in Cordova.

Cause of the incident is under investiga-

tion. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Val-

dez was coordinating with federal and state 

agencies to oversee salvage of the vessel 

and ensure protection of the marine envi-

ronment. As fishing activity surge with the 

opening of the commercial salmon fish-

ing season, this capsizing is a reminder to 

all that the Alaskan maritime environment 

can be dangerous. The Coast Guard is urg-

ing mariners to check their vessels’ safety 

equipment and remain vigilant.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/05/26/one-

rescued-bow-picker-copper-river-delta/

6. Copper River salmon  
sales are hot

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 June 2, 2017

From gourmet restaurant entrees to Cost-

co roadshows, Alaska is rolling out the red 

carpet again for Copper River salmon.

Copper River sockeye entrees, with rice 

pilaf and grilled asparagus, were on the 

menu in late May at the Glacier Brewhouse, 

in downtown Anchorage, for $34.95, and the 

49th Street Brewing Co., in the midst of its 

Crab Fest, featured a sockeye stuffed with 

crab entree, plus mashed potatoes and sea-

sonal vegetables, for $32.99.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/06/02/copper-

river-salmon-sales-hot/

7. Alaska seafood  
is radiation free

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 January 12, 2017

State testing of seafood samples, in con-

junction with the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-

ministration, reaffirms that the quality and 

health of Alaska seafood has not been im-

pacted by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear di-

saster.
In a statement issued on Jan. 9, the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

confirmed that testing for 2016 and dating 

back to 2014 revealed no detectable levels of 

Fukushima-related radionuclides.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/12/alaska-

seafood-is-radiation-free/

8. Sea lion bites fisherman  
at Sand Point dock

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
March 3, 2017

A crewman aboard a fishing vessel tied up 

at the Peter Pan Seafoods dock at Sand Point 

was bitten by a sea lion who jumped aboard 

the commercial fishing vessel, causing se-

vere injury, the Aleutians East Borough said 

in a report published Feb. 28.
The attack on Michael “Mack” McNeil, of 

Deer Park, WA, occurred on Jan. 23, on board 

the F/V Cape St. Elias, the borough reported 

in an article written by Laura Tanis, borough 

communications director and editor of “In 

The Loop,” the borough’s online newsletter.

Owner/skipper Ben Ley said the attack 

was unprovoked.
“We were taking off a pollock net and 

putting on our cod net at the time,” Ley 

said. “There were zero fish on board. That’s 

what’s kind of eerie about this.”

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/03/03/sea-lion-

bites-fisherman-at-sand-point-dock/

9. F/V Kaybee broke loose  
from Cordova harbor  

in Tuesday’s windstorm

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
September 6, 2017

High winds and rain swept into Cordova 

on Tuesday night with gusts surpassing the 

40 mph according to the National Weather 

Service.
Commercial fisherman Robert Linville’s 

boat, the F/V Kaybee broke loose from the 

dock in Cordova Harbor and washed ashore 

on Spike Island. Several other vessels ar-

rived at the scene Wednesday morning to 

help recover the vessel.
Cordova Times readers reported downed 

trees, building damage, a destroyed green-

house and an upturned trampoline on social 

media.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/09/06/

fv-kaybee-broke-loose-cordova-harbor-tuesdays-

windstorm/

10. Coast Guard,  
good Samaritans aid  

vessel in distress

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
June 23, 2017
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Salmon, storms and a tangle with 

a brown bear dominated the head-

lines in Cordova during 2017. We 

took a trip through the archives 

with a little help from our Google 

Analytics to find our 24 most-read 

stories of the year. Time travel 

through 2017 with us as we take a 

look back at the trials, tribulations 

and triumphs of the year.

1. Cordova Chronicles: 
Cordova fisherman scores  

TKO over brown bear

BY DICK SHELLHORN
August 19, 2017

Ladies and Gentlemen:  Today’s Main 

Event features Robert Cunningham Jr., 7 

foot 1 inch 300 pounder, of Cordova, ver-

sus Ursus Arctos, a 350 pound 4 foot tall  (at 

the shoulder) brown bear, of Softuk. 

It was a brief bout in the middle of no-

where.  In an unusual heavyweight match 

no one other than a trio of cubs witnessed, 

Cunningham waylaid a charging sow with 

one strong right to the chops.   

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/08/19/cordova-

fisherman-scores-tko-brown-bear/

2. Extreme weather:  
City Christmas tree  

snaps in 108 mph winds

BY EMILY MESNER
December 11, 2017

The city of Cordova’s Christmas tree suc-

cumbed to high winds, snapping in half and 

falling into First Street, shortly before 12:15 

a.m. Monday, Dec. 11.
The downed tree was first reported to The 

Cordova Times by Amanda O’Brien.

Rob Campbell reported 68 knots at his 

weather buoy in the harbor. “Glad I tight-

ened my lines!” he wrote on The Cordova 

Times Facebook page. Conex shipping con-

tainers near the shipyard collapsed and fell 

onto a nearby boat just five days after high 

winds shattered a window on one Cordova 

home. 
The Cordova weather station sensor re-

corded gusts of 94.2 knots — or 108 mph — 

at 11:44 p.m. Sunday night.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/12/11/extreme-

weather-city-christmas-tree-snaps-108-mph-winds/

3. Clarke home damaged  
by flood waters

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
September 22, 2017

Former Cordovan Sean Clarke, his daugh-

ters Kinzie and Kaylin, and son Kynan, were 

rescued during Hurricane Harvey when a 

boat pulled up to the door of their flooded 

house Aug. 29, in Little Cypress, Texas.

“I picked up Kaylin, and Kynan picked up 

Kenzie,” Clarke said. “We were waist deep 

in water. The water came into the house so 

fast. When we were inside, we could see out 

the glass door that the water was six inches 

higher outside, then it was inside.”
Clarke, 48, 10-year-old twins Kenzie and 

Kaylin, and Kynan, 14, had lived in Cordova 

all of their lives, up until last year when he 

and the children moved to Texas.
Clarke said he’s been through some of 

Cordova’s toughest storms, but nothing like 

Hurricane Harvey, which whipped through 

East Texas as a Category 4 hurricane with 

130 mph winds.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/09/22/clarke-

home-damaged-flood-waters/

4. Bering River Coal  
Field rights retired

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
 January 25, 2017

In a groundbreaking decision announced 

on Jan. 25, a large portion of coal rights for 

the Bering River Coal Field, 55 miles south-

east of Cordova, are being sold and retired.

The agreement sealing the fate of the bi-

tuminous coal field, some 25 miles north of 

Katalla, in the Carbon Mountains region, 

was reached by Chugach Alaska Corp., New 

Forests, The Nature Conservancy, and the 

Native Conservancy Land Trust.
New Forests, founded in 2005, is a sus-

tainable real assets investment manager 

offering leading-edge strategies in forestry, 

timber processing, land management and 

conservation.

STORY:  thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/25/bering-

river-coal-field-rights-retired/

5. One rescued from bow 
picker in Copper River Delta

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES

 May 26, 2017

A Good Samaritan aboard the F/V Crown 

Royal came to the rescue on May 25 of the 

lone occupant of the 24-foot bow picker F/V 

Bad Boy that capsized on the Copper River 

Delta, the U.S. Coast Guard said.
Coast Guard Sector Anchorage received a 

report of a capsize about noon of that day. 

No injuries were reported.
The Bad Boy is home ported in Cordova.

Cause of the incident is under investiga-

tion. Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit Val-

dez was coordinating with federal and state 

agencies to oversee salvage of the vessel 

and ensure protection of the marine envi-

ronment. As fishing activity surge with the 

opening of the commercial salmon fish-

ing season, this capsizing is a reminder to 

all that the Alaskan maritime environment 

can be dangerous. The Coast Guard is urg-

ing mariners to check their vessels’ safety 

equipment and remain vigilant.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/05/26/one-

rescued-bow-picker-copper-river-delta/

6. Copper River salmon  
sales are hot

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 June 2, 2017

From gourmet restaurant entrees to Cost-

co roadshows, Alaska is rolling out the red 

carpet again for Copper River salmon.

Copper River sockeye entrees, with rice 

pilaf and grilled asparagus, were on the 

menu in late May at the Glacier Brewhouse, 

in downtown Anchorage, for $34.95, and the 

49th Street Brewing Co., in the midst of its 

Crab Fest, featured a sockeye stuffed with 

crab entree, plus mashed potatoes and sea-

sonal vegetables, for $32.99.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/06/02/copper-

river-salmon-sales-hot/

7. Alaska seafood  
is radiation free

BY MARGARET BAUMAN
 January 12, 2017

State testing of seafood samples, in con-

junction with the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-

ministration, reaffirms that the quality and 

health of Alaska seafood has not been im-

pacted by the 2011 Fukushima nuclear di-

saster.

In a statement issued on Jan. 9, the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

confirmed that testing for 2016 and dating 

back to 2014 revealed no detectable levels of 

Fukushima-related radionuclides.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/01/12/alaska-

seafood-is-radiation-free/

8. Sea lion bites fisherman  
at Sand Point dock

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
March 3, 2017

A crewman aboard a fishing vessel tied up 

at the Peter Pan Seafoods dock at Sand Point 

was bitten by a sea lion who jumped aboard 

the commercial fishing vessel, causing se-

vere injury, the Aleutians East Borough said 

in a report published Feb. 28.
The attack on Michael “Mack” McNeil, of 

Deer Park, WA, occurred on Jan. 23, on board 

the F/V Cape St. Elias, the borough reported 

in an article written by Laura Tanis, borough 

communications director and editor of “In 

The Loop,” the borough’s online newsletter.

Owner/skipper Ben Ley said the attack 

was unprovoked.
“We were taking off a pollock net and 

putting on our cod net at the time,” Ley 

said. “There were zero fish on board. That’s 

what’s kind of eerie about this.”

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/03/03/sea-lion-

bites-fisherman-at-sand-point-dock/

9. F/V Kaybee broke loose  
from Cordova harbor  

in Tuesday’s windstorm

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
September 6, 2017

High winds and rain swept into Cordova 

on Tuesday night with gusts surpassing the 

40 mph according to the National Weather 

Service.
Commercial fisherman Robert Linville’s 

boat, the F/V Kaybee broke loose from the 

dock in Cordova Harbor and washed ashore 

on Spike Island. Several other vessels ar-

rived at the scene Wednesday morning to 

help recover the vessel.
Cordova Times readers reported downed 

trees, building damage, a destroyed green-

house and an upturned trampoline on social 

media.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/09/06/

fv-kaybee-broke-loose-cordova-harbor-tuesdays-

windstorm/

10. Coast Guard,  
good Samaritans aid  

vessel in distress

BY THE CORDOVA TIMES
June 23, 2017

Crew aboard the fishing vessel Kodiak 

Sockeye got an assist from the U.S. Coast 

Guard in Cordova and good Samaritans on 

June 23 after their vessel began taking on 

water near Knowles Bay in Prince William 

Sound.
A Coast Guard Air station Kodiak MH-60 

Jayhawk helicopter crew, forward deployed 

to Cordova, a Coast Guard Station Valdez 

45-foot Response Boat-Medium crew, the 

crew of the Coast Guard Cutter Sycamore 

and crew from the good Samaritan vessel 

Rocky B provided the crew of the Kodiak 
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"Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor in-cididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proi-dent, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mol-lit anim id est laborum."
"Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste na-tus error sit voluptatem accusantium do-loremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ip-sum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipi-sci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore mag-nam aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam, quis nostrum exercita-tionem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam nihil moles-tiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?"

“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor in-cididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proi-dent, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mol-lit anim id est laborum.”
“Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste na-tus error sit voluptatem accusantium do-loremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ip-sum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipi-sci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore mag-

nam aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam, quis nostrum exercita-tionem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam nihil moles-tiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?”
“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor in-cididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proi-dent, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mol-lit anim id est laborum.”

“Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste na-tus error sit voluptatem accusantium do-loremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ip-sum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipi-sci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore mag-nam aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam, quis nostrum exercita-tionem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam nihil moles-tiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?”
“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor in-cididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proi-dent, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mol-lit anim id est laborum.”

“Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste na-tus error sit voluptatem accusantium do-loremque laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ip-sum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipi-sci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore mag-nam aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam, quis nostrum exercita-tionem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam nihil mo-lestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?”
“Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consecte-tur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna ali-qua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nos-trud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis 
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2017 IN REVIEW

A look back at the most read  news stories of the year
BY THE CORDOVA TIMES STAFF

Salmon, storms and a tangle with 
a brown bear dominated the head-
lines in Cordova during 2017. We 
took a trip through the archives 
with a little help from our Google 
Analytics to find our 24 most-read 
stories of the year. Time travel 
through 2017 with us as we take a 
look back at the trials, tribulations 
and triumphs of the year.

1. Cordova Chronicles: 
Cordova fisherman scores  

TKO over brown bear

BY DICK SHELLHORN
August 19, 2017

Ladies and Gentlemen:  Today’s Main Event features Robert Cunningham Jr., 7 foot 1 inch 300 pounder, of Cordova, ver-sus Ursus Arctos, a 350 pound 4 foot tall  (at the shoulder) brown bear, of Softuk. 
It was a brief bout in the middle of no-where.  In an unusual heavyweight match no one other than a trio of cubs witnessed, Cunningham waylaid a charging sow with one strong right to the chops.   

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/08/19/cordova-fisherman-scores-tko-brown-bear/

2. Extreme weather:  
City Christmas tree  

snaps in 108 mph winds

BY EMILY MESNER
December 11, 2017

The city of Cordova’s Christmas tree suc-cumbed to high winds, snapping in half and falling into First Street, shortly before 12:15 a.m. Monday, Dec. 11.
The downed tree was first reported to The 

Cordova Times by Amanda O’Brien.
Rob Campbell reported 68 knots at his weather buoy in the harbor. “Glad I tight-ened my lines!” he wrote on The Cordova Times Facebook page. Conex shipping con-tainers near the shipyard collapsed and fell onto a nearby boat just five days after high winds shattered a window on one Cordova home. 

The Cordova weather station sensor re-corded gusts of 94.2 knots — or 108 mph — at 11:44 p.m. Sunday night.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/12/11/extreme-weather-city-christmas-tree-snaps-108-mph-winds/

3. Clarke home damaged  
by flood waters

BY CINTHIA GIBBENS-STIMSON
September 22, 2017

Former Cordovan Sean Clarke, his daugh-ters Kinzie and Kaylin, and son Kynan, were rescued during Hurricane Harvey when a boat pulled up to the door of their flooded house Aug. 29, in Little Cypress, Texas.
“I picked up Kaylin, and Kynan picked up Kenzie,” Clarke said. “We were waist deep in water. The water came into the house so fast. When we were inside, we could see out the glass door that the water was six inches higher outside, then it was inside.”

Clarke, 48, 10-year-old twins Kenzie and Kaylin, and Kynan, 14, had lived in Cordova all of their lives, up until last year when he and the children moved to Texas.
Clarke said he’s been through some of Cordova’s toughest storms, but nothing like Hurricane Harvey, which whipped through East Texas as a Category 4 hurricane with 130 mph winds.

STORY: thecordovatimes.com/2017/09/22/clarke-home-damaged-flood-waters/
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publication

Print color: 15%
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