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Handmade gift guide

5 locally made, unique gifts for the holidaysBY JANE SPENCERjspencer@thecordovatimes.comThere are so many talented artists and crafters in Cordova, 

there’s plenty of opportunity to find a gift that is local and 

handmade, but more importantly; uniquely personal. Here is a 

selection of items from five local artists with handmade gifts 

available for the holiday season.

See Page 11,  HANDMADE GIFTS

1. Melina Meyer: Earrings made from wire and mixed materials
Wire, bone, abalone and buttons are some of the mixed materials used in these one-of-a-kind earrings. The designs and 

their pop of color makes it easy to 
find a style for the person you’re 
shopping for. Different designs are featured at both the Netloft and Ilanka Cultural Center so be 

sure to check out both locations.• Where to buy: Ilanka Cultural Center and The Netloft• Check out: instagram.com/AKmelina• Price Range: $40-$60

A pair of earrings by Melina Meyer with a bold design and pop of turquoise.

Photo by Zachary Snowdon Smith/For the Cordova Times

15 gifts for 
$15 or less
Great local gifts that don’t break the bank.Page 12

Hometown Holiday Kick-off Event returns with Shop Local passport contest.Page 13

CFRC gift 
basket auctionSkip the shopping and support a good cause.Page 13
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There are so many talented artists and crafters in Cordova, 

there’s plenty of opportunity to find a gift that is local and 

handmade, but more importantly; uniquely personal. Here is a 

selection of items from five local artists with handmade gifts 

available for the holiday season.

15 gifts for 
$15 or less
Great local gifts that don’t break the bank.
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Seaside Salon

Sue's Knives & More

The Net Loft

The Powder House

Holiday Kick-Off 

& Live-Streamed

 Tree Lighting

Friday, December 4th at 7:30pm

Pick up a Shop Cordova First Passport

AC Value Center

Ace Hardware

Camtu Center

Copper River Fleece

Cordova Gear

Cordova Museum & Gift Shop

Cordova Telecom & Wireless

Ilanka Cultural Center

Laura's Liquor Shoppe

Nichols Front Door 

Seaman's Hardware

December 4th, 11th & 18th

Shop Cordova First at

Moonlight Madness

Late Night Shopping Until 9pm (unless otherwise noted) at:

SCAN ME

Shop Cordova 

First this year

10 ways to shop 

local this season
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Seafood 

fundraiser

CRWP will benefit 

from Sena Sea 

seafood sales 

PAGE 11

Local 

gift ideas

Shop Cordova 

First this holiday 

season

PAGE 12

Salmon 

education

Adopt a fry will 

help fund fisheries 

education 
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Museum’s 

new location

Ilanka Cultural 

Center moves 

to First Street
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Page 

turners

Always, always 

give a book 

as a gift!
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SHOP CORDOVA FIRST

Find the perfect present and give back to Cordova

25% OFF + FREE COLOR

THROUGH 2020

Email Vivian Kennedy at

advertising@thecordovatimes.com

Reserve your spot today!
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CORDOVA CHRONICLES

All I w
ant for 

Christmas is a 

Wonderduck

Decoy has motors that

run 15-plus hours on two

D-cell batteries, and orange, 

weedless paddling feet

BY DICK SHELLHORN

For The Cordova Times

Another duck season officially ends Dec. 

16. Most of the birds have already headed 

South from frozen sloughs and ponds on

the Copper River Delta. A few hardy ducks

– mallards in particular – still hang around 

in saltwater areas.

Hunting down Eyak River and Alaganik 

Slough was unusually slow most of this 

fall. There seemed to be far fewer locals 

birds, and many were quite immature at

the start of the season. Plus the big north-

ern birds were slow arriving, perhaps due 

to warm weather throughout much of Sep-

tember and early October. 

Nonetheless, many enjoyable mornings 

were spent at my blind on a pond near our 

Pete Dahl cabin. There were some beauti-

ful sunrises, and considerable time to pon-

der the vagaries of duck hunting.

As a group, water fowlers are probably

guiltier of anthropomorphism, which is

the attribution of human characteristics or 

behavior to a god, animal or object, than

any other type of hunters.

While what motivates ducks most is 

dining, propagating and making sure their

rear ends don’t get frozen in the ice before 

migrating to warmer climes, we bird chas-

ers assume their wily behavior is an inten-

tional, mocking affront to our obviously 

higher level of intelligence.

I cannot tell you how many times in over 

six decades of hunting ducks I have sat still 

in my blind for an hour; finally became

bored, stood up to stretch and watched a

half dozen green heads suddenly come out 

of nowhere to land in my decoys.

Or better yet, after drinking six cups of 

COMMUNITY DONATIONS

Cordova nonprofits work to make our world a safer, healthier place 

BY TEAL BARMORE

For The Cordova Times

COPPER RIVER 

WATERSHED PROJECT

Copper River Watershed Project works to keep the wa-

tershed intact as one of the last salmon strongholds of 

North America, while balancing the economic needs of 

the communities that depend on it. Their programs fo-

cus on salmon habitat, watershed education and sustain-

able tourism. Donations to the CRWP help support its

programs, and makes its “partner in economic activism.” 

Newman’s Own Foundation is matching online donations

until Jan. 3, and the CRWP is selling holiday membership 

gift bundles at its gift shop. CRWP is also on Amazon

Smile and pickclickgive.org.

Website: www.copperriver.org

Email: info@copperriver.org

Phone: (907) 424-3334 

Address: P.O. Box 1749, Cordova, Alaska 99574

How to Donate: Donations can be made in person at the 

Copper River Watershed Project, mailed to P.O. Box 1560

Cordova, AK 99574, or online at copperriver.org/donate.

EYAK PRESERVATION COUNCIL

The mission of Eyak Preservation Council is to “honor 

Eyak heritage and conserve wild salmon habitat and cul-

ture for all people.” EPC raises awareness and facilitates 

public support to provide alternative solutions for de-

velopment that threatens wild salmon in this area. The

council’s recent work includes conserving the Bering Riv-

er coalfields, and efforts to move timing and placement of

the Navy training exercises. Donations go to all program

areas, all of which work to protect wild salmon habitat. In

December, donations will be doubled and gifts of $25 or 

more will receive an EPC canvas tote bag.

Website: eyakpreservationcouncil.org

Email: eyak@redzone.org

Phone: 907-424-5890

Address: P.O. Box 460, Cordova, Alaska 99574

How to Donate: Tax-deductible donations can be made on 

EPC’s website or by mailing a check to EPC’s P.O. Box. EPC

also accepts donations through Amazon Smile and Fred 

Meyer’s community rewards.
Photo courtesy Copper River Watershed Project

Copper River Watershed Project leads projects like Eyak 

Lake Clean-Up Day every year to improve fish habitat. 

See Page 14, WONDERDUCK

COLOR

See Page 8,  GIVE LOCAL

Photo courtesy Bob Martinson / Eyak Preservation Council

The Eyak Preservation Council helped organize this 2015 

protest of the Navy’s spring training outside of Cordova.
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COMMUNITY DONATIONS

Cordova nonprofits work to make our world a safer, healthier place 

Copper River Watershed Project works to keep the wa-

tershed intact as one of the last salmon strongholds of 

North America, while balancing the economic needs of 

the communities that depend on it. Their programs fo-

cus on salmon habitat, watershed education and sustain-

able tourism. Donations to the CRWP help support its 

programs, and makes its “partner in economic activism.” 

Newman’s Own Foundation is matching online donations 

until Jan. 3, and the CRWP is selling holiday membership 

gift bundles at its gift shop. CRWP is also on Amazon 

P.O. Box 1749, Cordova, Alaska 99574

 Donations can be made in person at the 

Copper River Watershed Project, mailed to P.O. Box 1560 

Cordova, AK 99574, or online at copperriver.org/donate.

EYAK PRESERVATION COUNCIL

The mission of Eyak Preservation Council is to “honor 

Eyak heritage and conserve wild salmon habitat and cul

ture for all people.” EPC raises awareness and facilitates 

public support to provide alternative solutions for de

velopment that threatens wild salmon in this area. The 

council’s recent work includes conserving the Bering Riv

er coalfields, and efforts to move timing and placement of 

the Navy training exercises.

areas, all of which work to protect wild salmon habitat.

December, donations will be doubled and gifts of $25 or 

more will receive an EPC canvas tote bag.

Website: eyakpreservationcouncil.org

Email: eyak@redzone.org

Phone: 907-424-5890

Address: P.O. Box 460, Cordova, Alaska 99574

How to Donate: Tax-deductible donations can be made on 

EPC’s website or by mailing a check to EPC’s P.O. Box. EPC 

also accepts donations through Amazon Smile and Fred 

Meyer’s community rewards.

Photo courtesy Copper River Watershed Project

Copper River Watershed Project leads projects like Eyak 

Lake Clean-Up Day every year to improve fish habitat. 
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Holiday Tradition

Firmly rooted 
live tree 

will light up 
festivities

Chamber’s Hometown 
Holiday Kick-off adds new 

shop local contest
BY CATHY RENFELDT 

For The Cordova Times 

Join in the holiday fun at a new ren-
dition of the Cordova Chamber of Com-
merce’s Hometown Holiday Kick-off on 
Friday, Nov. 30. This year, the event will
feature a live tree and take place in front 
of the Cordova Center on Main Street 
starting at 5 p.m.

Lovers of local holiday tradition will 
be happy to hear that the event will still 
feature carols, hot chocolate, an ap-
pearance by Santa and a big, beautifully 
decorated tree. But unlike in years past, 
this year’s tree will be living and firmly 
rooted in the ground.

When last year’s tree was blown 
down three times in as many weeks, the 
Chamber began to think about a more 
sustainable way to celebrate.

This year’s tree will be more central-
ly-located on Main Street, right between 
the Cordova Center and the Pioneer Ig-
loo. It also means one less tree being 
cut down and less fuel and energy to 
move and erect it. The annual Holiday 
Bazaar will also start that evening, just 
one block away at Mt. Eccles Elementary
School.

Considered the official beginning 
of the holiday season in Cordova, the 
Chamber’s annual Holiday Kick-off and
Tree Lighting is also the first night of

Photo by Cathy Renfeldt/for The Cordova Times

Shop Cordova First Passports.

See Page 11,  HOLIDAY KICK-OFF

2018 Holiday Gift Guide 

7 Cordova-only gifts 
Items showcase Alaska and encourage buying local

Chamber’s new contest encourages 
the community to ‘Shop Cordova First’

BY EMILY MESNER
emesner@thecordovatimes.com

Just like that, another holiday season is 
upon us and so is the daunting task of hol-

iday shopping. While ordering online can

seem so convenient, consider supporting local 

businesses and artists this holiday season. 

(Also remember to mail your packages by Dec. 

17 to ensure their safe and timely arrival!)

Cordova has a unique and thriving art scene 

where artists incorporate Alaska, nautical

and fishing elements using various mediums

throughout their creations. 
INSIDE: Seven ways to shop in Cordova and 

share Alaska while promoting local artists and

vendors.

Deadline: Friday the week prior to print.

Cordova Cash Cards accepted.

*Not to be combined with other discounts.

25% OFF
NEW AD PLACEMENTS 
through the end of the year!

Important 
Dates

RESERVATION
DEADLINE:
Friday, Dec. 3

PUBLICATION: 
Friday, Dec. 10

25% OFF WEEKLY RATES
PLUS: Pick-up your holiday ad at the same rate through the end of the year. 

PRINT ONLINE

BundleSIZE W H USUALLY NOW 
ONLY SIZE USUALLY NOW 

ONLY

Full page 10.25 in. 15.5 in. $1200 $900 700x300 $300 $225 $1125

1/2 page 10.25 in. 7.5 in. $600 $450 300x600 $200 $150 $600

1/4 page 5.0625 in. 7.5 in. $300 $225 300x250 $100 $75 $300

1/6 page 5.0625 in. 5 in. $200 $150 300x250 $100 $75 $225

1/8 page 5.0625 in. 3.5 in. $150 $112.50 300x125 $50 $37.50 $150

Small Square 2.4688 in. 2.5 in. $40 $30 300x125 $50 $37.50 $67.50

* Holiday Gift Guide Special only. Add 15% for color. Add 6% sales tax unless exempt. May not be combined 
with any other offer. No limit on the number of holiday ads you can run during this promotion.

Email Vivian Kennedy • advertising@thecordovatimes.com




